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By Cynthia Brewer
Father Charles Carolan, most recently 

the pastor of Sacred Heart and Sts. Cyril 
and Methodius parishes in Flatonia and 
Cistern, passed away October 9, 2009, at 
Padua Place, a retirement home for priests 
in San Antonio.

He was born June 
9, 1927, to John and 
Mary E. Carolan, and 
his home parish was 
St. Patrick in Cranagh, 
Plumbridge, Co. Ty-
rone, Northern Ireland.

Charles Carolan at-
tended high school at 
St. Columb’s College 
in Derry, N. Ireland, and 
attended seminary at 
St. John’s in Waterford 
in the Republic of Ire-
land.  He was ordained 
June 19, 1955, in Derry, 
Northern Ireland, for 
the Archdiocese of San 
Antonio, Texas, to which he emigrated im-
mediately after his ordination.

Forty-nine years of his life was dedi-
cated to the Archdiocese of San Antonio 
and the Diocese of Victoria as a missionary 
priest. His first assignment in the United 
States was as associate pastor at St. John 
Parish in Hondo, Texas, from Sept. 1955 
to May 1956; he was then assigned to St. 
Mary Magdalene in San Antonio until 
1963; St. Joseph in Yoakum from 1963 to 
1969; Sts. Cyril & Methodius in Shiner 
from 1969 to 1971; St. James in Seguin 
to 1972.  He served as pastor at St. John 
Bosco in Vanderbilt and its mission, St. 
Theresa in La Salle, from 1973 to 1974; 
St. Michael in Weimar from 1974 to 1988; 
Holy Cross in East Bernard from 1988 to 
1990; St. Michael in Cuero from 1990 to 
1996; and Sacred Heart in Flatonia and Sts. 
Cyril and Methodius in Cistern from 1996 
to his retirement August 31, 2004. 

Msgr. Thomas C. McLaughlin, Vicar 
General and Chancellor of the Diocese of 
Victoria, who has known Father Carolan 
since 1945 from their school days in Ire-
land, said the homily at the funeral Mass 
held October 15 at St. Michael Parish in 
Weimar, the parish of which Father Carolan 
was pastor the longest.   

“From his youngest years, Father Caro-

lan was known as a person of deep, strong, 
simple faith,” Msgr. McLaughlin said.

His faith came from the strong, daily 
faith of his parents and family who were 
solid Catholic people.  

Because Msgr. McLaughlin knew him 
so well, he brought to life Father Carolan’s 

childhood home, “The 
road from Plumbridge 
to Cranagh was a strong-
hold of Catholic homes, 
a birth place of priestly 
and religious voca-
tions.”  

“Father Carolan car-
ried that strong faith 
throughout his seminary 
days, into his priestly 
work and into every ac-
tion of his parish minis-
try,” he said.

Speaking of Father 
Carolan’s family, Msgr. 
McLaughlin quoted 
Pope Paul VI saying the 

family has well deserved the beautiful name 
of the “Domestic Church.”

“Those of you who have known Father 
Charles Carolan know what a great friend 
he was, a loyal companion, a brother priest.  
We knew his personality – we knew that 
special, personal sense of humor, those 
quick spontaneous answers.  You watched 
carefully for the practical joke, you played 
cards with an eye on his hand more than 
your own,” he said to loving laughter from 
the congregation.

Msgr. McLaughlin will miss Father 
Carolan dearly.  While serving in the dio-
cese, he and Father Carolan would return to 
Ireland and attend their seminary reunions 
together.

“We were fellow priests in the Arch-
diocese of San Antonio and in the Diocese 
of Victoria.  We have been together for 
64 years,” he told the congregation at the 
funeral.  

Father Carolan was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s disease in 2004, which forced 
him to retire. “From then until his death on 
Friday night, he lived in the quiet emptiness 
of that terrible destroying illness,” Msgr. 
McLaughlin said.  

“It looked as if he did not know – he 
could not communicate.  If somehow 

By Cynthia Brewer
Due to his grand fund-raising efforts for 

the diocesan Spiritual Renewal Center’s 
newly constructed multi-purpose building, 
Msgr. Eustace Hermes was honored to have 
the building named “Hermes Hall.”

The dedication of Hermes Hall took 
place Thursday afternoon, November 4, 
2009, with the blessing of the building by 
Bishop David E. Fellhauer in the presence 
of special guests.

Special guests in attendance besides 
Msgr. Hermes included Msgr. Thomas C. 
McLaughlin, Mr. Ron Friedel, SRC direc-
tor; Mrs. Debbie Vanelli, Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry director; Mr. Mike Brown, 
diocesan financial officer and master of cer-
emonies; the building architects and general 
contractor, building committee members, 
many diocesan clergy, Incarnate Word and 
Blessed Sacrament Sisters, Catholic School 
principals and chancery staff. 

The multi-purpose building has been 
a dream of the diocesan youth director, 
Debbie Vanelli, for the past 12 years.  She 
and her team of volunteer youth leaders 
have been holding the Bishop’s Christmas 
Dinner at the center as a fund-raising means 
toward a hoped-for building that would 
allow more indoor space for the youth ac-
tivities that take place during the summer.  
For the past seven years the Knights of 
Columbus Council 9088 has been assisting 
the Youth Office in raising funds for the 
building by holding the Annual Bishop’s 
Golf Tournament.  

“They’ve helped so much, but it’s 
mostly been through the Bishop’s Golf 
Tournament,” Debbie said.

The new building, not only meets the 
current and future needs of the youth and 
adults of the diocese, but also has the capa-
bility to be utilized for corporate meetings 
and retreats.

“God in His abundant generosity 
blessed us with so much more than any of 
us could possibly have imagined,” Debbie 
said of the new building.

Msgr. Hermes honored 
at SRC dedication

“The multi-purpose building and other 
projects at the SRC became an element of the 
Reflection of Faith Capital Campaign once it 
came into effect,” said Mike Brown. 

By way of the Capital Campaign and 
funds raised and contributed to the cam-
paign by Msgr. Hermes, the construction of 
the building was able to begin December 
2007.

During the dedication service a plaque 
commemorating Msgr. Hermes was un-
veiled. A bronze bas-relief bust of Msgr. 
Hermes is inscribed with words honoring 
his gift to the renewal center and the gift of 
his sacerdotal (priestly) ministry.  Bishop 
Fellhauer said to Msgr. Hermes that the 
plaque and the naming of the building 
‘Hermes Hall’ “was a fitting memorial to 
your service of so many years.  We’re so 
grateful to you and your ministry.”

Msgr. Hermes said, “I knew there was 
a lot of money out there.  I attribute the 
raising of the money to the Blessed Mother, 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help.”

After he told the bishop he could raise 
the money for the building (over three years 
ago), he lit a votive candle and asked the 
Blessed Mother what he should do.

“She is responsible.  No one was more 
amazed than I was,” he said.

Bishop Fellhauer also stated that the 
Spiritual Renewal Center was a vision of 
the first bishop of the Diocese of Victoria, 
Bishop Charles V. Grahmann.  

“It was a vision that was not accepted 
by everyone,” he said.  “But now there 
have been thousands of people who have 
benefited spiritually from this center.”

The bishop then thanked and congratu-
lated Mike Brown who has spent countless 
hours of his time and dedication in the 
building of Hermes Hall.

As the crowd of visitors attending the 
dedication moved about the hall viewing 
it for the first time, Mike Brown, indicated 
that although the multi-purpose building is 
larger than the chapel, the chapel is still the 

See Msgr. Hermes, p. 8

New multi-purpose 
building at Spiritual 
Renewal  Center  is 
dedicated Nov. 4 and 
named after Msgr. Eu-
stace Hermes.



Published monthly at 1505 E. Mesquite Lane — Victoria, TX 77901 
(361) 573-0828 — FAX (361) 573-5725 — www.victoriadiocese.org 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE DIOCESE OF VICTORIA IN TEXAS

Advertising: The Catholic Lighthouse cannot be held liable, or in any way responsible for the content 
of any advertisement appearing within these pages. All claims, offers, guarantees, statements, 
etc., made by The Catholic Lighthouse advertisers are solely the responsibility of the advertiser.  
Deceptive or misleading advertising is never knowingly accepted.  Complaints regarding advertis-
ing should be made directly to the advertiser or the Better Business Bureau.  

DeaDline is the thirD tuesDay of the preceDing month.

Subscription Price Per Year Is $7/$10 outside the diocese
Periodical postage paid at Victoria, Texas, USPS-001015 (ISSN 0894-7740)

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to
The Catholic Lighthouse - P.O. Box 4070 - Victoria, Texas 77903

Editor
Cynthia Brewer — e-mail: 
cbrewer@victoriadiocese.org

Publisher
The Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer

Production/Advertising
Regina Matus-Janak — e-mail:  janakr@victoriadiocese.org

DIOCESEThe Catholic Lighthouse
Page 2 — November 2009

Bishop Fellhauer’s 
Schedule

Have You Moved? Address Changed?
Call 361-573-0828 with the change in your address.

Saves Money!

2009 DSA & Reflection of 
Faith Capital Campaign Updates

November
13 7:00 p.m., Reconciliation 

service, Spiritual Renewal 
Center, Victoria

15-19 United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops General 
Meeting, Baltimore, MD

22 10:30 a.m., Mass, 40th 
anniversary of present 
church building, Sacred 
Heart Church, Hallettsville

25 4:30 p.m., Diocesan Building 
Board meeting, Chancery 
Office

29 8:00 a.m., Mass, Blessing of 
Stations of the Cross, Holy 
Rosary Church, Hostyn

December
1 Noon, appreciation luncheon 

fo r  vo lun teers  o f  the 
Catechetical Conference, 
Chancery Office

3 6:30 p.m., Equestrian Order 
of the Holy Sepulchre 
of Jerusalem Christmas 
gathering, Victoria Country 
Club, Victoria

4 Noon, presentation, Serra 
Club, Colony Creek Country 
Club, Victoria

5 1:30 p.m., Sons of the 
Republic of Texas La Bahia 
Award, Presidio La Bahia, 
Goliad

6 10:00 a.m., Mass, Institution 
of Larry Hoelscher as 
Acolyte, St. Philip Church, 
El Campo

 5:00 p.m.,  Knights of 
Columbus 4th Degree 
Christmas gathering, Holy 
Family Church, Victoria

7 6:30 p.m., Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas and Knights 
of Columbus Council 1329 
Christmas gathering, Knights 
of Columbus Hall, Victoria

8 8:15 a.m., School Mass,, 
Nazareth Academy, Victoria

9 6:30 p.m.,  Knights of 
St. Gregory Christmas 
gathering, Colony Creek 
Country Club, Victoria

12 5:00 p.m., Mass, Incarnate 
Word Chapel (Renewal 
Center)

 6 : 3 0  p . m . ,  B i s h o p ’ s 
Christmas Dinner at the 
Spiritual Renewal Center

13 9:00 a.m., Mass, Institution 
as Acolytes of Permanent 
Deacon candidates, St. 
Joseph Church, Moulton

By Catholic News Service 
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- The follow-

ing international aid agencies are working 
with partner agencies and local religious 
leaders in the affected countries and are 
accepting donations for victims of earth-
quakes, tsunamis and typhoons in Asia and 
the South Pacific.

• Catholic Relief Services, the U.S. 
bishops’ international relief and develop-
ment agency, is accepting donations by 
phone at 1-877-HELP-CRS; online at 
www.crs.org; or by mail to CRS, P.O. Box 
17090, Baltimore, MD 21203-7090.

• Catholic Charities USA is accepting 
donations by phone at 1-800-919-9338; 
online at www.catholiccharitiesusa.org; 
or by mail to Catholic Charities USA, P.O. 
Box 17066, Baltimore, MD 21297-1066.

• The Salesians are accepting dona-
tions by phone at 1-914-633-8344; online 
at www.salesianmissions.org; or by mail 
to Salesian Disaster Relief, Salesian Mis-
sions, P.O. Box 30, New Rochelle, NY 
10802-0030.

• The Catholic Medical Mission Board 
is accepting donated antibiotics, cough 
and cold medicines, analgesics, diarrheal 
medicines, and medical supplies from phar-
maceutical companies and medical supply 
companies. Cash gifts to the CMMB will 
be used to defray shipping costs. CMMB is 
accepting donations by phone at 1-800-678-
5659 or 1-212-242-7757; e-mail inquiries 
may be sent to BWright@cmmb.org.

Catholic aid agencies 
accept donations for 

disaster relief 

HUMBLE—The Knights of Colum-
bus Fourth Degree Fall Exemplification 
honoring 12 men from El Campo, Ganado 
and Edna was held for Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Province, First District of Texas, 
Saturday, October 17, 2009, at St. Mary 
Magdalene Church in Humble, Texas. 
The new members of the Fourth Degree 
El Campo Assembly 1131 are Sir Knight 
Bruce Korenek, Sir Knight Anthony “Red” 
Hensley, Sir Knight Wayne Bubela, Sir 
Knight Ron Price, Sir Knight Jerry Socha, 
Sir Knight Raymond “Bubba” Toman, Sir 
Knight Ed Polasek, Sir Knight David Mue-
gge, Sir Knight Mike Couvillion, Sir Knight 
Randy Hildebrand, Sir Knight Ricky 
Priesmeyer and Sir Knight Ray Viktorin Jr.  
These gentlemen have achieved the high-
est degree of the Knights of Columbus, 
the Fourth Degree. The work of the Fourth 

Pictured left to right are new members of the Fourth Degree El Campo As-
sembly 1131: Sir Knight Bruce Korenek (El Campo); Sir Knight Anthony 
“Red” Hensley (Ganado); Sir Knight Wayne Bubela (Ganado) (Bottom); 
Sir Knight Ron Price (El Campo) (top); Sir Knight Jerry Socha (El Campo); 
Sir Knight Raymond “Bubba” Toman (Ganado); Sir Knight Ed Polasek 
(El Campo); Sir Knight David Muegge (Edna); Sir Knight Mike Couvil-
lion ((El Campo); Sir Knight Randy Hildebrand (El Campo); Sir Knight 

El Campo Assembly confers 
4th Degree Knights

Degree is patriotism. The primary purpose 
of this degree is to foster the spirit of pa-
triotism in members and the community 
at large and encourage active Catholic 
citizenship. 

In addition to the Fall Exemplifica-
tion, there is a special Mass and banquet, 
which is held in the spring and fall.  
Supporting Fourth Degree members at-
tending from Assembly 1131 included: 
Sir Knights Matt Pena, Jesse Rosalez 
and Philip Webernick from Ganado; Sir 
Knights John Tumlinson; Donald War-
schak and Gerry Mikeska from El Campo.  
The first Fourth Degree Exemplification 
was held on February 22, 1900, in New York 
City. Today there are some 300,000 Fourth 
Degree Knights out of the total 1.6 million 
member Knights of Columbus (there are a 
total of four degrees, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th).   

WASHINGTON—Cardinal Francis 
George of Chicago, president of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB), issued the following statement, 
congratulating President Barack Obama 
on being honored with the Nobel Peace 
Prize:

“In the name of the Catholic Bishops 
of the United States, I would like to of-
fer congratulations to President Barack 
Obama on his receiving the Nobel Peace 
Prize. As he has graciously said, much 
of the work of realizing a more peaceful 
and just world for all persons and nations 

remains to be done; but the prize was given 
because as President of the United States 
he has already changed the international 
conversation. 

“In our own country, the remarkable 
and historic achievement of his election 
has changed the relationships between 
men and women of all races. The rich 
diversity of United States society is now 
more surely anchored in a national unity 
that is better able to foster the peace we 
all are challenged to pursue. Our prayer is 
that almighty God will bless the President 
and his family.”

President of USCCB Congratulates 
President for Nobel Peace Prize

The Diocese of Victoria Safe Environ-
ment program of the Office of Youth and 
Child Protection has once again received 
a positive report, this time for its 2009 
audit. 

The Gavin Group, the independent 
auditing firm hired by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, conducted 
the audit.

The audit’s purpose is to examine the 
level of compliance with the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People, 
which was adopted by the USCCB in June 
2002.

In a letter dated September 1, 2009, it 
was reported, “Based on the fact that your 
diocese was found to be compliant with 
the Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People as the result of the 2007 
Full Audit, this finding of compliance will 
be continued for 2009.”  

The conclusions reached as to the com-
pliance were based on the completeness and 
accuracy of the information furnished by 
the diocese to The Gavin Group, Inc.

Diocese found in 
compliance with charter  

2009 DSA 

Diocesan Goal: $1,282,100.00
Parish Pledge Totals: $629,627.64
Parish Contribution Totals:   $599,248.43
Number of Parish Families Participating:  3,743

REFLECTION OF FAITH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Diocesan Goal:    $9,000,000.00
Parish Pledge Totals:    $13,429,922.82
Parish Contribution Totals:   $6,512,550.65
Number of Parish Families Participating:  6,954
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Thank You Notes

In Memory of ...

Don’t Know 
What to Give for 

Christmas?
Diocese of Victoria 

History Book
is still available

The history of the diocese is the his-
tory of many of our families who were 
pioneers to this new nation.  Many of them 
faced great hardships to arrive at this part 
of the world we now know as the Diocese 
of Victoria.

As the diocese observed the twenty-fifth 
anniversary (2007) of its establishment, it is 
great to recall the history which has brought 
many this far in the journey of faith, hope 
and love.

The history book is a 8 1/4” X 11 3/4” 
hard cover, 168 pages of glossy paper in full 
color throughout at the cost of $32 each, 
$35 if mailed.  The books are available at 
the chancery office.

The chancery is located at 1505 E. Mes-
quite Lane in Victoria; call (361) 573-0828 
for more information.

September 18, 2009
Your Excellency:

With sincere gratitude I wish to ac-
knowledge receipt of the check in the 
amount of $35,331.05, representing the 
Peter’s Pence contribution from the Dio-
cese of Victoria for 2009, which you had 
forwarded to the Apostolic Nunciature.

As I assure you that this sum will be 
duly transmitted to the Secretariat of State 
on your behalf, permit me to offer an initial 
word of appreciation in the name of the 
Holy Father for this valuable assistance.  
In addition to sharing in the material re-
sponsibilities facing Pope Benedict XVI, 
this expression of generosity by your 
people reveals their deep awareness of the 
bonds of faith, hope, and love which they 
share with the Universal Church and God’s 
people, especially the poor, throughout 
the world.

May God, who is infinitely generous, 
reward you and continue to bless you and 
the faithful under your pastoral care.

With prayerful regards, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Archbishop Pietro Sambi

Apostolic Nunciature – 
United States of America

October 14, 2009
Dear Bishop Fellhauer:

Let me acknowledge with deepest ap-
preciation your contribution of $18,452.69 
from your 2008 Collection for the Catho-
lic Campaign for Human Development 
(CCHD).  The generosity of the faithful in 
your diocese has made a great difference 
in communities across our country.

Right now, many American families 

are struggling to make ends meet.  As 
people are laid off, lost homes to fore-
closure, lose health insurance, and watch 
their retirement funds disappear, it may 
be difficult to think of others in need.  
Financial struggles have become much 
more difficult for the nearly 40 million 
Americans who already have been living 
in poverty.

For nearly four decades, while strictly 
adhering to Catholic moral and social 
teaching, the Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development has funded low-income 
community groups all over the United 
States that are seeking solutions to the root 
causes of poverty.  CCHD is a complement 
to the direct-assistance mission of Catholic 
Charities agencies and other emergency 
relief programs run by the Church.  CCHD 
remains committed to supporting poor and 
low-income families in acquiring afford-
able housing, fair wages, and access to 
health care and vocational training.

As you know, the 2009 CCHD Col-
lection is coming up in most dioceses 
the weekend of November 21-22.  Given 
the current serious economic distress in 
our country, we are receiving more grant 
requests than ever.  The requests for as-
sistance reflect real need and the help of 
parishioners in your diocese is crucial.

Please voice your support of the CCHD 
collection to your pastors and parishioners 
and join me in praying for those affected 
by the weak economy, those whose strug-
gles are magnified by it, and those who are 
working to create solutions to it.

Sincerely in Christ,
Most Rev. Roger P. Morin

Bishop of Biloxi – Chairman, 
USCCB Subcommittee on the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development

Official Appointments By 
Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer

Effective October 14, 2009, Permanent 
Deacon Lawrence F. Rossow is granted 
the diaconal faculties of the Diocese of 
Victoria and is assigned to ministry at 
Our Lady of Victory Cathedral.

Editor’s note: Below is a special mes-
sage from the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) to help read-
ers understand the bishops’ stand on U.S. 
Health Care Reform.

Tell Congress: Remove Abortion 
Funding and Mandates from Needed Health 
Care Reform

Congress is preparing to debate health 
care reform legislation on the House and 
Senate floors.  Genuine health care reform 
should protect the life and dignity of all 
people from the moment of conception until 
natural death.  The U.S. bishops’ conference 
has concluded that all committee-approved 
bills are seriously deficient on the issues 
of abortion and conscience, and do not 
provide adequate access to health care for 
immigrants and the poor.  The bills will 
have to change or the bishops have pledged 
to oppose them.

Our nation is at a crossroads.  Policies 
adopted in health care reform will have an 
impact for good or ill for years to come.  
None of the bills retains longstanding cur-
rent policies against abortion funding or 
abortion coverage mandates, and none fully 
protects conscience rights in health care.

As the U.S. bishops’ letter of October 
8 states:

“No one should be required to pay for 
or participate in abortion.  It is essential 
that the legislation clearly apply to this 
new program longstanding and widely 
supported federal restrictions on abortion 
funding and mandates, and protections for 
rights of conscience.  No current bill meets 
this test. … If acceptable language in this 
areas cannot be found, we will have to op-
pose the health care bill vigorously.”

For the full text of this letter and more 
information on proposed legislation and 
the bishops’ advocacy for authentic health 
care reform, visit: www.usccb.org/health-
care.

Congressional leaders are attempting to 
put together final bills for floor consider-
ation.  Please contact your Representative 
and Senators today and urge them to fix 
these bills with the pro-life amendments 
noted below, otherwise much needed health 
care reform will have to be opposed. Health 
care reform should be about saving lives, 
not destroying them.

ACTION: Contact Members through 

Special Notice from the USCCB 
regarding Health Care Reform

e-mail, phone calls or FAX letters.
To send a pre-written, instant e-mail to 

Congress go to www.usccb.org/action.
Call the U.S. Capitol switchboard at 

202-224-3121, or call your Members’ lo-
cal offices.

Full contact info can be found on Mem-
bers’ Web sites at www.house.gov and 
www.senate.gov.

MESSAGE to SENATE:
“During floor debate on the health care 

reform bill, please support an amendment 
to incorporate longstanding policies against 
abortion funding and in favor of conscience 
rights.  If these serious concerns are not ad-
dressed, the final bill should be opposed.”
MESSAGE to HOUSE:

“Please support the Stupak Amendment 
that addresses essential pro-life concerns 
on abortion funding and conscience rights 
in the health care reform bill.  Help ensure 
that the Rule for the bill allows a vote on 
this amendment.  If these serious concerns 
are not addressed, the final bill should be 
opposed.”

WHEN:  Both House and Senate are 
preparing for floor votes now.  Act today!  
Thank you!

Father Charles Carolan
Continued from p. 1

behind the external symptoms of this ill-
ness, in his own consciousness he knew 
something of what was happening, we can 
be assured that he accepted this final lot in 
life with his own characteristic quietness 
and reconciliation.  Let us, as we admire the 
patience of one victim, pray for those still 
suffering from this sneaky illness.”

In attendance at Father Carolan’s fu-
neral were his niece, Paula Carolan-Hinck 
and her husband, Henry, now living in 
Calif., and his nephew, Joe Carolan, who 
lives in Montana. 

“We were so happy with the send off 
our uncle, Father Carolan, got in Weimar 
today,” Paula said.

Richard and Annette Coerver, parishio-
ners of St. Michael Parish, were very good 
friends with Father Carolan.  Mr. Coerver 
said they became fast friends as they had 
moved from Dallas and Father Carolan was 
a big Dallas Cowboys, Roger Staubach, and 
Notre Dame football fan.  “We spent many 
a night having dinner and watching a game 
together,” said Mr. Coerver.  

He will always be remembered by the 
Coerver family as they named one of their 
10 children, all of whom attended St. Mi-
chael School, after Father, Anrea Carolan 
Coerver, who is 29 years of age now.

Mrs. Coerver is the music director at 
St. Michael Parish and played the organ at 
Father Carolan’s funeral.

Also attending his funeral were many 
of his parishioners from other parishes.  
Vernon and Marilyn Matusek of Yoakum 
became very close friends of Father Caro-
lan; Vernon said he was the most deeply 
religious man he’d ever met.  After being 
diagnosed with Alzeimers his greatest con-
cern was how he was going to stay in touch 
with God?  Marilyn remembers how his 
love for his family in Ireland was so deep.

Martha Kresta of Vanderbilt was in at-
tendance. “Father Carolan was one of the 
family,” she said.  “My husband and I and 
the kids would go to Indianola, pitch tent, 
bbq and he’d come over for dinner.”  Once 
they rented a house in Olivia for a week 
with a lot of people; he came on Sunday and 
said Mass at the bay house for everyone. 

Mrs. Suzie Gendke was a good friend 
of the Kresta’s; she converted to the faith 
around 1975 because of Father Carolan’s 
influence.   They’d all play cards together 
and one time Father Carolan kept winning 
at Canasta.  Suzie began watching him and 
discovered him cheating.  Everyone else 
knew he was cheating.  He was trying to 
see how long it would take Suzie to find 
out.  When she did, she was shocked and 
called out, “Father, you’re a priest; you’re 
not supposed to cheat.”  Everyone was 
rolling with laughter. 

“He was a kind and gentle man,” Suzie 
said. “The youth were crazy about him.”

He is survived by two sisters, Sister 
Mary Brigid Carolan, Franciscan House, 
Glasgow, Mrs. Maeve Hasson, and also by 
brothers Colm, Bernard, Jerry and Finbar.

“Father Charles (Father Cathal as he is 
known at home and to his family), we bid 
you farewell.  We send you back home.  
We thank you for being here and for your 
priesthood,” Msgr. McLaughlin closed his 
homily.

Father Carolan’s remains were returned 
to his family home where he was buried 
with his parents at the cemetery at St. Pat-
rick’s in Cranagh.

Thank you for your generous support 
of the 2009 Diocesan Services Appeal and 
the Reflection of Faith Capital Campaign.  
As the year draws to a close, it is time to 
consider your year-end contributions to 
the Diocese of Victoria.  Please keep in 
mind that the Diocese of Victoria will be 
closed December 23 through January 3.  If 
you wish to make a donation to the 2009 
Diocesan Services Appeal or the Reflection 
of Faith Capital Campaign, please do so 
on or before December 21.  In addition, if 
you wish to make a donation above your 
normal payment for tax purposes, please 
do so on or before December 21, to ensure 
the posting of your donation by the end of 
the calendar year.  

The Business Office continues to moni-
tor all pledge activity to the DSA and capital 
campaign.  End of year “Tax Contribution 
Statements” will be mailed from the Dio-
cese of Victoria in mid-  January 2010.  Any 
questions regarding the Diocesan Services 
Appeal or the Reflection of Faith Capital 
Campaign should be directed to Sue Ellen 
Galvan at 361-573-0828 ext. 20.

Year-End 
Contributions to the 
Diocese of Victoria
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Seminary Burses
Seminary burses are a permanent fund used for the education of future priests for the Diocese of 
Victoria.  The goal of each burse is $15,000.  The interest from this amount is applied yearly to 
the education of seminarians.  The burses are in memory of or in honor of an individual priest 
or lay persons, living or deceased.  Publication of the burses will appear periodically when new 
contributions are received.  

As of November 2, 2009           
   TOTALS
— General Seminary Burse
Previously reported   $95,099.00
In memory of Leona Bochat by 
 M/M Robert Bochat   25.00
  Total $95,124.00

— Rev. Msgr. Edward C. Bartsch 
Seminary Burse

Previously reported  $1,855.00
In memory of Bernard Lev by 
 Calvin and Geneva Dieringer
    & Michael Segar Family   35.00
In memory of Adolph C. Jasek by 
 Allan and Cyndi Stryk          20.00
 Adolph C. Jasek Family          25.00
  Total $1,935.00

— Rev. John C. Bily Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $7,929.00
In memory of Bennie Rerich by 
 Donnie and Martha Cowling Family  20.00
In memory of Rev. Charles Carolan by 
 M/M James H. Janak            50.00
In memory of David Miksch by 
 Edwin J. Peters  100.00
  Total $8,099.00

— Catholic Daughters of America Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Court #1374

Previously reported  $4,207.72
In memory of Antonio “Toney” Barosk by 

CDA Court #1374              55.00
  Total $4262.72

— Catholic Daughters Court of St. Ann 
#369 Seminary Burse #2

Previously reported  $6,948.99
In memory of Mary Lopez by 
 Martha Pearson   15.00
  Total $6,963.99

— Rev. Msgr. Albert Henkes Seminary 
Burse

Previously reported  $2,720.00
In memory of Fred Anthony Roy by 

Elizabeth Loos   20.00
  Total $2,740.00

— Knights of Militia Immaculata, St. 
Anthony Village of Bay City Burse

Previously reported  $200.00
In memory of John Acosta by 
 Militia of Immaculata         100.00
                Total $300.00

— Knights of Columbus 4th Degree St. 
Michael’s Assembly #1527

 Weimar, TX Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $3,070.00
In memory of Bennie J. Rerich by 
 KC 4th Degree #1527          200.00
  Total $3,270.00

— Rev. Joseph A. Koebel Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $6,318.00
Gift from Catholic Daughters #1595 150.00
  Total $6,468.00

Those wishing to begin a burse or to 
contribute to an existing seminary burse 
may do so by sending their contributions 
with the appropriate burse designation 

to:  

seminary Burses 
DIOCESE OF VICTORIA

P. O. BOX 4070
VICTORIA, TX  77903

— Rev. Roman M. Janak & Rev. Msgr. 
Hubert J. Janak Seminary Burse

Previously reported  $14,054.84
In memory of Joe and Cecelia Fikac, August 

Fikac, Leon Klekar, Alvin Janak  and 
Timmy Schaefer by Fikac Family  50.00

  Total $14,104.84

— Rev. Charles Kram Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $2,710.00
Gift to burse by Milam F. Herchek  1,000.00
  Total $3,710.00

— Rev. John C. Peters Seminary Burse #4
Previously reported  $8,239.00
In memory of Herb Schaefer by 
 Jimmy and Sylvia Steffek            20.00
In memory of Rev. Charles Carolan by 
 M/M Vernon Matusek           100.00
In honor of Father John Peters’ birthday by
 Anthony and Joan Corte            25.00
In memory of Elizabeth (Alice) Klieber by
 M/M Joseph Zarsky            20.00
                     Total $8,404.00

— Josephat R. Janak Seminary Burse #2
Previously reported  $1,558.77
In memory of 11th anniversary of death of 

Josephat R. Janak by 
 Rose Marie Janak & Family  20.00
  Total $1,578.77

— Rev. Jerome J. Stryk Seminary
Previously reported  $11,664.50
In memory of Adolph Jasek by 
 Louis Stryk   20.00
  Total $11,684.50

— Rev. Theophil Okruhlik & Rev. Vincent 
Verdarame Seminary Burse

Previously reported   $9,760.44
In honor of Father Donald Hayden by 
 Tina Hubenak & Family   50.00
  Total $9,810.44

— Knights of Columbus Victoria Council 
#1329 Seminary Burse #3

Previously reported  $9,057.50
In memory of Joe G. Infante by 
 KC Council 1329  100.00
  Total $9,157.50

Additional Burses for donations:
Rev. Joe Levya
Rev. Marcus Valenta
Rev. Godfrey F. Kuratko
Sr. M. Perpetua Hawes, IWBS

The restoration of the diaconate as 
a permanent order of ordained ministry 
by the Second Vatican Council marked a 
watershed in the Church’s understanding 
of herself. The order of the diaconate as an 
office and function is rooted in 
the very nature of the Church.

Perhaps, the most misun-
derstood point relating to the 
diaconate is the fact that its 
primary significance does not 
lie in any of the functions the 
deacon performs, be it pasto-
ral, charitable, or liturgical. 
The origin of the diaconate 
and its development in the first 
centuries of the Church reveals 
above all that the deacon is a symbol par 
excellence of the Church’s ministry. In the 
deacon is seen the symbol of Service Christ 
put on his ministry, and of Servant on those 
who minister.

The deacon, above all, embodies within 
his office the requirement of service that is 
conferred on all in the Church as members 
of the body of Christ, along with their bap-
tismal identity. In describing the ministry 
of deacon, the Ceremonial of Bishops sums 
it up aptly:

“Deacons hold the highest place among 
ministers and from the Church’s earliest age 
the diaconate has been held in great honor. 
As men of good repute and full of wisdom, 
they should act in such a way that, with 
the help of God, all may know them to be 
true disciples of one who came, not to be 
served but to serve, and who was among 
his disciples as one who serves.”

The question has been asked. If the 
deacon is nothing more than what we are 
all called and commissioned to be by virtue 
of our baptism, why should the diaconate 
be an ordained ministry? In a sense the 
diaconate is not needed. On the one hand, 
the laity can do virtually all that the deacon 
can do, and on the other hand, priests and 
bishops can do all the deacon can do and 
much more.

It is, however, grossly inaccurate to look 
at the diaconate in terms of what deacons 
cannot do that priests can—thus, seeing 
deacons as “mini-priests.” Conversely, it is 
also just as inaccurate to attempt to describe 
deacons in terms of what they can do that 
the laity cannot—thus, seeing deacons as 
“super-laity.”

It needs to be understood that the pri-
mary function of the deacon is not to do 
something, but to be something. The dea-
con’s role is uniquely Christian. His man-
date is to be the sacramental embodiment 
of our Lord’s teaching, that the greatest 
shall be servant of all and to lead the whole 
Church in implementing this teaching. The 
basis of the deacon’s ministry is to hold up 
diakonia (service) as central to the Church’s 
ministry.  The diaconate is about service 
and everything about the deacon points to 
that.  By serving, the deacon demonstrates 

The Deacon, The Man of Service
and draws others to service as an integral 
dimension of the Church’s mission.

Just as at the sight of the Shriners 
handing out tootsie rolls at red lights in 
appreciation for donations, one’s mind is 

drawn to the plight of burn 
victims, so also, at the sight of 
the deacon, the icon of service, 
we are reminded of our obliga-
tion of Christian charity and 
service to our neighbors. The 
true meaning of the diaconate 
is completely missed if the 
permanent deacon is only seen 
as the married man in “priestly 
garb” standing by the priest 
during Mass.  The deacon’s 

liturgical role is best understood within the 
context of his service ministry in the faith 
community, in the market place. 

The liturgical vestments of the deacon, 
the dalmatic and the stole, the neck cloth 
worn by deacons over the left shoulder 
since the seventh century, as directed by 
the Council of Toledo, c.633, attests to the 
ministry of the deacon:

“The right side of the body he must have 
free, in order that he may without hindrance 
do his service.”

By virtue of his ministry, the deacon 
enjoys a close association with the Gospel. 
This closeness is ritualized in the ordina-
tion ceremony. Immediately following the 
imposition of hands by the bishop and the 
prayer of ordination, the newly ordained 
deacon is vested. He then approaches the 
bishop, who places the Book of Gospels in 
his hands and says:

“Receive the Gospel of Christ, whose 
herald you have become. Believe what you 
read, teach what you believe, and practice 
what you teach.”

Consequently, it is the liturgical func-
tion of the deacon to join in the liturgical 
procession to the altar with the Book of 
Gospels raised. He also proclaims the 
Gospel to the worshipping assembly and 
challenges them to respond as he does in 
service to others.

The general faculty of preaching is 
given equally to deacons as well as priests 
(Canon 765). The General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal (GIRM) No. 66, however, 
prefers the homily at Mass to be given by 
the presiding priest. It also adds that “oc-
casionally, according to circumstances” 
the presider may entrust the homily to the 
deacon. (GIRM) Nos. 65, 94.  This means 
it is the mind of the Church that the deacon 
preaches at Mass. How often the deacon 
preaches is to be arranged.

The GIRM No. 47 also states, “it is 
desirable that a deacon, cantor, or other 
person announce the intentions for which 
the people are to pray in the General In-
tercessions.”  This role the deacon plays 
by virtue of his ministry of service and 
charity, visiting the poor, the elderly and 

Happy Birthday!
patrick Knippenberg  is in his Pastoral year at Holy 
Family Parish in Victoria.  His home parish is Sts. Cyril 
and Methodius, Shiner, and his birthday is December 
3.  Please show your support for our seminarian by 
writing to:  Patrick Knippenberg, Holy Family Parish, 
704 Mallette Drive, Victoria, TX 77904

See The  Deacon, The Man, p. 8

Deacons celeBrate 3rD anniVersary of orDination—The 
deacon class of 2006 recently celebrated their third anniversary of ordination at 
St. Joseph Church in Moulton. Ordained on July 29, 2006, at Our Lady of Victory 
Cathedral were Dennis Kutach, St. Joseph, Yoakum; Leo Sharron, St. Michael, 
Cuero; John McCourt, Holy Rosary, Hostyn; Charlie Novasad, St. Anthony, Co-
lumbus; and David Valdez, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Wharton.  Pictured from 
left are Deacons Dennis Kutach and Leo Sharron, Father Gabriel Maison, director 
of the permanent diaconate and pastor of St. Joseph Church, and Deacons John 
McCourt and Charlie Novasad.  Not in attendance was Deacon David Valdez.

The Diocese of Victoria will celebrate the ordination of five men to the permanent 
diaconate Saturday morning, December 19, 2009, at Our Lady of Victory Cathedral in 
Victoria.  Those to be ordained are Milburn Kram (spouse-Marian) of St. Joseph, Moulton; 
Patrick Kubala (spouse-Rebecca) of St. John, New Taiton; Joe Machacek (spouse-Mary) 
of Sts. Cyril & Methodius, Shiner; and Joe Ramos (spouse-Letisia) of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe, Bay City. More information to follow in December issue.

Four men to be ordained permanent 
deacons in December
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Twenty Something
By christina capecchi

e-mail: Christina@ReadChristina.com 

Kenneth J. 
French, Sr.

1501 E Mockingbird, 
Ste 102

Victoria, TX 77901
PH 361/576-0178

Manassas, Va.—The Cardinal New-
man Society recently announced its new 
edition of The Newman Guide to Choosing 
a Catholic College, a free online resource 
http://thenewmanguide.com/ for parents 
and students seeking a faithful Catholic 
education.

The University of Dallas, Irving; the 
College of Saint Thomas More, Fort 
Worth; the University of St. Thomas, 
Houston; and Our Lady of Corpus Christi, 
Corpus Christi, were the four Catholic 
colleges/universities in Texas that were 
recommended in the new edition.

This comprehensive guide recom-
mends 21 Catholic colleges and universi-
ties in the United States plus eight interna-
tional, online and unique programs based 
on the strength of their Catholic identity. 
In addition, the guide includes several 
essays to help families better understand 
the search for a strong Catholic college. 
  “When we published the original New-
man Guide in 2007 we did not know what 
to expect, but we found that families were 
eagerly searching for help in identifying 
Catholic colleges that truly embrace their 
Catholic mission in all facets of campus 
life,” said Reilly.  

Every college or program recommend-
ed in the guide includes a complete profile 
that examines academics, governance, 
spiritual life, student activities, and resi-

New Guide recommends four 
Catholic Colleges in Texas 

dence life. New additions to this edition’s 
profiles are a letter to families from each 
college president as well as information 
on financial aid packages.

The online version of the college pro-
files include additional campus pictures 
and videos, open house and other event 
details, as well as a form to request admis-
sions or financial aid information directly 
from the college. 

It was a difficult decision for the Bois 
Forte Band of Chippewa to suspend its 
wild rice harvest last fall. 

The Native American tribe in north-
ern Minnesota shepherds Nett Lake, the 
world’s largest wild rice lake. Its harvest 
is a source of pride, identity, revenue and 
renown. To forgo an entire ricing season 
marked a major setback. 

But the growing conditions had been 
poor – cold weather, little rain – and the 
tribe’s Department of Natural Resources, 
Conservation Committee and spiritual 
advisor agreed it would be best to close 
Nett Lake, allowing the unharvested rice 
to reseed the lake for the benefit of future 
crops. 

“This is disappointing news,” the tribal 
chairman told a reporter, “but we have to 
remember that nature runs in cycles.” 

He was right, and last year’s prudence 
allowed for this year’s prosperity: the best 
harvest in more than a decade. The lake 
yielded more than 1 million pounds of 
rich wild rice.  

I got to see the large, colorful grain on a 
trip this week. I have been working morn-
ings and nights, weekdays and weekends, 
and my getaway up north felt overdue. 
It wasn’t a long visit, but my packing 
revealed a desire for retreat: a journal, a 
prayer book, an Anna Quindlen novel, an 
Anne of Green Gables soundtrack, and a 
few blank greeting cards with Maya An-
gelou quotes and a dusting of gold. 

I thought about the resistance Bois 
Forte must have faced in canceling a ricing 
season, the trumping of long-term benefits 
over short-term demands, the abiding 
respect for nature’s cycles. And I took a 
couple days off with no guilt. It may seem 
counterintuitive, but the tribe’s skipped 
season makes the case convincingly: rest 
ensures a more fruitful harvest.         

So I enjoyed the scenery – the amber 

Wild-rice wisdom: letting 
up and slowing down

leaves, the leaping deer, the sense of au-
tumn gracefully bending to winter. After 
a hot bath and a long sleep, I woke before 
the alarm sounded feeling refreshed.   

I returned to an email from a colleague. 
“It feels like we’ve been going a million 
miles an hour lately,” she wrote. 

As I scrolled through my favorite 
blogs, I paused at a fellow twenty-some-
thing’s post. “There hasn’t been much 
down time,” it began. “I kept thinking it 
was going to slow down eventually, but I 
think it’s not.” 

The word “down” jumped out at me 
– slowing down, craving down time. So 
much of our daily grind is about being up: 
We wake up, stand up, show up, speak up, 
hurry up, follow up, buck up, clean up, 
check up, cheer up, change it up.  

Maybe we all just need a little more 
down. 

This month’s readings urge us to step 
back from “the anxieties of daily life” to 
“be vigilant at all times,” because worka-
holics will miss the Lord’s coming. 

Our Holy Father echoes that message 
on his annual vacation, when he plays 
piano and strolls through the pines. Down 
time, Pope Benedict XVI has said, pro-
vides “an opportunity to draw closer to the 
Lord in prayer and thanksgiving.” 

It is the perfect way to draw into the 
season and mindset of Thanksgiving. 
When I slow down, I can move beyond 
the year’s obvious blessings, the baby and 
bride who joined our family on the same 
September day, to relish the details: the 
way my grandma coos when she holds 
Abigail Grace, the way my dad smiles 
when Jodie walks into the room, the way 
our hearts keep expanding.  

“Thank you” is the simplest, sweetest 
prayer. So slow down and sing it out. 

 Christina Capecchi is a freelance 
writer from Inver Grove Heights, Minn. 

By Cynthia Brewer and 
Thomas Doyle, UHV 

When the softball coach at the Uni-
versity of Houston-Victoria asked for five 
volunteers to mentor area school children, 
her players were upset.  Not because they 
were asked to volunteer, but because only 
five were needed.

All of them wanted the chance to help 
students in the Victoria area succeed, said 
Keri Lambeth, Jaguars’ athletic academic 
advisor and head softball coach.

Keri is an alumna of St. Philip Catholic 
School in El Campo and former member of 
St. John’s Catholic Church in New Taiton.  
She taught in the Catholic school system 
in the Diocese 
of Austin for 
three years be-
fore moving 
back closer to 
home. Since 
then she and 
Ryan Lambeth 
married and 
they now have 
a daughter, Ki-
erstyn.  They 
are members 
of Our Lady 
of Victory Par-
ish. 

“Members 
of the Jaguars 
baseball and softball teams pick a commu-
nity cause every year to volunteer for as part 
of the ‘Champions of Character’ program 
organized by the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics,” she said. 

Keri says that one of the community 
causes is the Sure BET HOSTS (Business 
and Education Together Helping One Stu-
dent to Succeed) program.  It is an excellent 
opportunity to exhibit what being a servant 
leader is all about. 

The program needed five college stu-
dents to mentor at elementary, junior high 
and high schools.

Keri asked for five volunteers, but got 
15.  “You never want to turn down good 
work,” she said. 

 “My job at UH-Victoria has put me in 
the paths of many young men and women 
who are at a very impressionable point in 
their lives,” Keri said.  “I am able to posi-
tively reinforce good morals and values. 
I believe that the best way to promote 
these morals and values is to be a good 
example. Servant leadership is an attribute 
that I encourage in all my student athletes,” 
Keri said. 

All the players volunteered their time 
to Sure BET, in addition to other volunteer 
efforts, their schoolwork and a hectic athlet-
ics schedule.

Kori Kocian, a student athlete and mem-
ber of St. Mary Parish in Hallettsville said, 
“The HOST program is a good way to help 
children gain confidence in education. I am 

St. Philip alumna mentors 
softball team to mentor others

Entire Jaguars softball team to mentor Victoria school children

fortunate to be a part of this program. It is an 
amazing opportunity to make a difference 
in a kid’s life. 

Rhonda Fotiades, executive director 
of Sure BET, praised the softball team’s 
desire to serve.

“The UHV Jaguars softball team is an 
amazing asset to our community,” Fotiades 
said. “These women are role models for our 
future leaders.”

 “These are the exact types of student 
athletes I’ve always dreamed of recruiting,” 
Keri said. “These ladies demonstrate excel-
lence in the classroom, on the field and in 
service to the community.”

Besides coaching, Keri’s job is to make 
sure the grades of the student athletes are 

kept up.  She 
helps them de-
velop measur-
able goals to 
which they can 
strive to reach.  
They have to be 
“smart” goals: 
specific, mea-
surable, attain-
able, realistic 
and timely. 

K e r i  h a s 
a softball as-
sistant coach, 
Lindsey Fer-
guson, who is 
also an athletic 

advisor; together they work with the girls’ 
softball team and then Keri works alone 
with the guys’ baseball team.  The base-
ball team will be choosing their volunteer 
programs later in the semester.   Next fall 
(2010) UHV will be adding soccer and 
golf. 

Besides having a softball season with 
a 35-12 record and mentoring with youth 
in the community, the University of 
Houston-Victoria Jaguars softball team has 
been recognized by the National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association this October as a 
2008-09 All-Academic Team for success 
in the classroom.

The Jaguars’ team grade-point average 
of 3.28 is the 15th highest among partici-
pating teams in the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics.

“I’m so proud of these players,” Keri 
said. “I always tell them that we are here 
to get an education first and foremost.  But 
these players are the total package of excel-
lence in the classroom, on the field and in 
the community.” 

There is a cross hanging in Keri’s office 
that has a quote by Erma Bombeck painted 
in the middle that says “When I stand before 
God at the end of my life I would hope 
that I would have not a single bit of talent 
left and could say, ‘I used everything you 
gave me.” 

“That’s how I try to live my life,” Keri 
said. “This is my ministry, to reach out to 
as many young people as I can.”

For more information about mentoring, 
call Sure BET at 361-485-6642 or visit 
www.surebetvictoria.com. 

Keri Lambeth, Jaguars’ athletic academic advisor and 
head softball coach.

(361) 580-2794
www.the-inn-on-main.com

Daily
•

Weekly
•

Monthly

315 N. 
Main
•

Victoria

Thanksgiving Table Prayer
 
O Gracious God, we give you thanks 

for your overflowing generosity to us. 
Thank you for the blessings of the food 
we eat and especially for this feast today. 
Thank you for our home and family and 
friends, especially for the presence of 
those gathered here. Thank you for our 
health, our work and our play. Please send 
help to those who are hungry, alone, sick 
and suffering war and violence. Open our 
hearts to your love. We ask your blessing 
through Christ your son. Amen.

 
from celebrating faith: year-round 

activities for catholic families, 
by mary cronk farrell

The Chancery Office will 
be closed Nov. 26 & 27 for 
the Thanksgiving Holiday.
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Faith 
Point

By Rev. Msgr. James C. Brunner
Vicar General, Diocese of Victoria

For past articles:  www.stmaryvic.com/desk.htm

Secularism, Culture of Death Hothouse

A

Reporting Child 
Abuse • Hotline 
1-800-252-5400

If you suspect a child has been 
abused or mistreated, you are 
required to report it to the Texas 
Department of Protective and Regu-
latory Services or to a law enforce-
ment agency within 48 hours of the 
time you suspect the child had been 
or may be abused or neglected.

FLATONIA—In spite of two and 
one-half inches of rain and a very soggy 
parking area, the celebration of the feast 
day of Archangels Michael, Gabriel, and 
Raphael took place in the chapel of the 
Monument to the Innocents at Raphael’s 
Refuge in Flatonia.  

After devotional prayers led by Eliza-
beth Bishop, a lay Franciscan from Austin; 
Rev. Michael Rother offered Mass.   Su-
san Steinhauser was the lector and Sister 
Thadine Hyzak, C.D.P., and Jeanette 
Zouzalik led the singing.  Al Michalec 
served as altar server. 

The next planned event is the annual 
celebration of the feast day of the Holy 
Innocents, December 28.  

Meanwhile, the monument is open 
daily for visitors and is available for 
services related to the loss of a baby, be 
it from miscarriage, abortion, stillbirth or 
death in infancy.  Counseling related to 
these matters is also available, without 
charge.  Contact Midge Elam for informa-
tion at (361) 865-3021, (361) 258-1514, 
or raphaelsrefuge@att.net.  The Web site 
address is www.raphaelsrefuge.org.

At the chapel of the Monument to the 
Innocents, Father Michael Rother of 
Hallettsville and Al Michalec of Fla-
tonia enter to celebrate Mass in honor 
of the Archangels: Michael, Gabriel 
and Raphael.  Seated, front, are Edna 
Migl of Cistern and Teresa Knavel of 
Austin.  Pictured in the rear are Jea-
nette Zouzalik, Flatonia, John Kelly, 
Waelder, and James and Catherine 
Herndon, Hallettsville.  

Celebration Held at 
Raphael’s Refuge in 

Honor of the Archangels 

An editorial by Dr. Karen Ristau, presi-
dent of the National Catholic Educational 
Association, September 2009

A question frequently posed to the 
National Catholic Educational Association 
asks whether a Catholic charter school 
is a possibility. The short answer is no. 
At this juncture in our nation’s history, 
constitutional requirements preclude the 
establishment or support of religious 
schools with public funding.

This association consistently has sup-
ported the right of parents to direct the 
education of their children in the choice 
of school that they deem best able to serve 
their children. NCEA supports charter 
schools in the same manner it supports 
vouchers, tax credits and other options that 
enhance the fundamental right of parents 
to educate their children in a setting of 
their own choice.

Charter schools are public schools 
funded by public tax money. They are 
established by parents, community groups, 
educators or private organizations and 
operate according to a contract agreed 
upon under the state charter legislation. 
These schools provide parental choice 
in the local public school system, which 
typically offers few options to parents. 
Charter schools were created to allow 
parents and educators the opportunity to 
explore innovative teaching methods and 
curriculum with the autonomy needed to 
achieve their objectives. 

Charter schools may not teach religion 
or display any religious symbols; they may 
not allow prayer or religious activities. 
Values and traditions embraced by char-
ter schools must be entirely secular. For 
instance, students may sing songs about 
reindeers and Santa, but not about silent 
nights and the baby Jesus.

Catholic schools, on the other hand, 
are, and must remain, places where faith 
and culture are intertwined in all areas, 
places of excellent secular and religious 
education. The Catholic faith is an inte-
gral part of the daily life in the school; 
the environment is permeated by faith 
and Gospel values. Catholic schools are a 
vital part of the teaching and sanctifying 
mission of the Church. 

Financial distress may lead to the clos-
ing of a Catholic school and the opening 
of a charter school in the same location. 
To parents, charters may look like the 
Catholic school that used to exist on the 
same site–particularly if they provide re-
ligious instruction before or after school 

Can Charter 
Schools Be 

Catholic? Here’s 
Why the Answer Is 

“No”

See Can Charter Schools 
Be  Catholic?, p. 7

       common thread in most envi-
ronmental programs rooted in secularism 
is a contempt and disdain for the world’s 
human population. Leaders of the Green 
and environmental movements hate hu-
manity. They are obsessed with population 
growth and pursue anything that can reduce 
it—disease, poverty, famine, or lack of 
energy.

One example is the use of the Endan-
gered Species Act which advocates for ob-
scure species at the expense of projects that 
benefit the human species. It has impover-
ished farmers in Oregon and California.

Secularists also blame humanity for 
global warming or global cooling (which-
ever occurs first). White House science czar 
John Holdren predicted 1 billion people will 
die in “carbon-dioxide induced famines” in 
a new coming ice age in 2020. In a textbook 
co-authored with population alarmist Paul 
Ehrlich he predicted that human emissions 
of carbon dioxide would produce a climate 
catastrophe in which global warming would 
cause global cooling. According to Hol-
dren’s theory some localities will become 
colder as warmer atmosphere drives the 
climatic engine faster, causing streams of 
frigid air to move more rapidly away from 
the poles. It would be interesting to have 
scientific peer evaluation of that theory. 
The truth is there is nothing humans can 
do to affect the world’s climate. CO2s are a 
natural part of the world and, far from being 
pollutants or the engine of global warming 
(or cooling—our alarmists are not sure 
which); they are essential for plant life. 

They are sure of two things: (1) global 
warming or cooling would have hazard-
ous effects on food production and (2) the 
cause of climate change is uncontrolled 
population increases. They are terrified of 
the patter of little carbon footprints. Their 
message in effect has been, “OK, you 
reproducers out there, if the climate goes 
crazy it is your fault.” They recommended 
government mandated “green” abortions 
and forced sterilization and say that laws 
of this sort could be supported by the 
Constitution. Not only is the Constitution 
of the secularists “living and breathing” it 
is becoming downright nasty. 

Secularists say it is all right to kill 
fetuses because they are not persons but 
only blueprints for persons. This contra-
dicts modern embryology that holds that 
fetuses are developing human beings who 
need only time and nutrition to achieve 
maturity and independence. So, all right, 
the secularists may have bad science, but 
at least they cut down on the CO2 exhaling 
population.

The health care bill passed in the House 
of Representatives does not provide federal 
funds for abortion thanks to the Stupak-
Pitts amendment. It remains to be seen if 
the secularists let the amendment survive 
the reconciliation of the House and Senate 
bills. To call killing young, innocent hu-
man beings health care for women is quite 
a stretch. It may do more for them than a 
week at the gym, but the side effects on 
the fetus are not pretty.  Apparently there is 
nothing that empowers women more than 
having someone slice up and extract their 
unborn babies. 

In 1798 a British clergyman named 
Thomas Malthus decided that the human 
race was doomed unless it stopped breed-

ing. For Malthus the pie was only so big. 
He called for a reduction of the people 
who want to share it. He projected that if 
population growth remained unchecked 
the humans would be out of food by 1890. 
You probably noticed that 1890 has come 
and gone and the human race is still not 
extinct. Human beings do not reproduce 
to some exponential infinity. Fertility rates 
drop naturally when mortality rates fall. 
Historically food production has always 
risen to meet the needs of a growing world 
population by consistent technological ad-
vances in farming. The Christian solution 
to greater numbers who need to share in the 
pie: make a bigger pie. 

There is someone who looked at the 
problem of feeding growing populations 
and, instead of advocating population 
suppression, made a bigger pie. A real 
American hero almost unknown in his own 
country although he won a Nobel peace 
prize, Norman Borlaug, conducted plant 
experiments that have produced a Green 
Revolution. His modified plants changed 
Mexico from an importer of wheat to 
an exporter. In the mid-1960s India and 
Pakistan were saddled with subsistence 
cultivation of rice. In 1965 Borlaug and his 
assistants from Mexico sowed the area’s 
first crop of Borlaug’s high-yield grain. 
Ironically in 1968 Paul Ehrlich published 
“The Population Bomb” and stated that 
starvation was inevitable and considered it 
a fantasy that India would ever be able to 
feed itself. Within three years of Borlaug’s 
arrival Pakistan was self-sufficient in wheat 
production and within six years India was 
self-sufficient in the production of all 
cereals. He next turned his attention to Af-
rica with the same results he had achieved 
elsewhere. Borlaug deserves credit for 
defusing the “Population Bomb.” (A side 
note of local interest: Borlaug spent some 
years teaching at Texas A and M after he 
had “retired.”)

The environmental elites were not 
congratulatory because Borlaug’s farming 
methods employed genetically modified 
plants and used pesticides and fertilizer. 
But absent high-yield agriculture, the world 
would by now be deforested. The 1950 
global grain output of 692 million tons and 
the 2006 output of 2.3 billion tons came 
from roughly the same acreage. Also where 
high-yield farming has been introduced, 
population growth slows because education 
becomes more important to family success 
than muscle power.

In spite of science and history, secu-
larists never tire of repeating the failed 
Malthusian argument as an article of faith. 
The overpopulation theory should have 
died with Malthus (and indeed Malthus 
disavowed it before he died), but it lives 
on in spite of all facts to the contrary. The 
secular solution to human problems is to 
eliminate humans.

We see the same anti-human bias of 
secularists with respect to the use of DDT. 
Secularists accepted the junk science that 
DDT caused thinning of the egg shells of 
birds. The eggs would break under the 
weight of the bird trying to hatch them 
and soon there would be no birds. The as-
sertion is totally false—bird populations 
have thrived in areas where DDT has been 
employed—but it was a pretext for banning 
DDT. Better that humans in the millions 

die of malaria than that the “Silent Spring” 
erroneously predicted by environmentalist 
Rachel Carson become reality. Indeed some 
secularists look upon deaths caused by ma-
laria as a good thing because it decreases 
the population.  Malaria is as good a way 
as any to get rid of the surplus.

According to the secularist elitists, not 
only are you reproducers over-achieving, 
but your product is defective. Elitist Su-
preme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
observed that the purpose of Roe v. Wade 
was to limit “the growth in populations 
that we don’t want to have too many of.” 
She did not specify but perhaps she had in 
mind bitter people who cling to their guns 
and their Bibles. Secularist icon Margaret 
Sanger, founder of Planned Parenthood, 

was more specific. She considered non-
Aryans “a great biological menace to the 
future of civilization” She seemed to have 
a special problem with blacks. Blacks who 
constitute 12 percent of the population ac-
count for 32 percent of all abortions. That 
may be related to the PP abortion clinics 
located conveniently in inner-city neighbor-
hoods. Hatred of humans appears to be an 
indispensable part of the secularist faith.

Altogether different is the Christian 
view on new human beings. They are 
unique images and likenesses of God and 
are welcome as gifts from God. Humans are 
not a plague on the planet but its ultimate re-
source. They are the ones who are charged 
to “fill the earth and subdue it.”
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Reporting 
Abuse

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by 
a member of the clergy or other church personnel, you can 
register a complaint.

•  Call the Chancery at (361) 573-0828 and ask to speak with the bishop or 
the chancellor;

or
•  Call Rev. Gary Janak (979) 543-3770 or Sr. Emilie Eilers (361) 575-7111,  

Coordinators of Pastoral Care and Outreach;
or

•  Write to: Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer
   Diocese of Victoria
   P.O. Box 4070
   Victoria, TX 77903 
	 	 	 Mark	your	letter	“Personal	and	Confidential”

We will also help you bring your concerns to Church officials outside the diocese 
if the abuse occurred elsewhere and you now reside in the Diocese of Victoria.

If you are unsure about bringing a complaint or would like further information, 
please contact:  Rev. Gary Janak at (979) 543-3770.

Question Corner
By Father John Dietzen

Catholic News Service

Q. Recently I approached the altar for 
Communion at a local Catholic church. 
I took the host in my hand and turned to 
return to my seat. An older woman in the 
front pew grabbed my arm and yelled at 
me to put the host in my mouth. I always 
wait a minute or so until I’m back at my 
seat.

When I told my wife what was said, 
she was angry and asked the deacon for 
an explanation. He said some children 
were throwing the hosts out in the park-
ing lot, others were selling them to devil 
worshippers for $100. I’ve never heard of 
such a thing. Was the woman out of line to 
approach me like that? (New Jersey)

A. If you describe the situation accu-
rately, she was out of line to be so violent 
with you. But, in honesty, the message she 
gave was one you needed to hear.

For good reasons, Catholics are always 
instructed to consume the Communion 
host immediately after receiving it, before 
returning to their seats. A few Catholics, 
however, seem to take it on themselves to 
“express greater devotion” to our Lord by 
keeping the host until later, to consume in 
their pews, sometimes even taking it home 
for personal adoration.

This is forbidden. First, it is liturgically 
out of harmony with what is happening 
symbolically as the gathered Catholic 
community is formed more perfectly by 

Consuming the host at Communion 
Jesus as his body, through their commu-
nion with him in the Eucharist. Further-
more, these peculiar practices easily ex-
pose the Blessed Sacrament to accidental, 
sometimes even deliberate, mistreatment 
and abuse.

Rumors abound about desecration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, many of them un-
substantiated. I’ve never heard of children 
throwing away or selling a consecrated 
host. In my experience, children, if they 
have the faith to receive Communion in the 
first place, have more reverential fear of 
unintentional insult to the Eucharist than 
many adults.

It seems well established over the 
centuries that the eucharistic host has been 
obtained (surreptitiously or just by not 
swallowing the host after it is received on 
the tongue) for occult pagan or satanic ritu-
als, intending to dishonor Jesus Christ by 
abusing his presence in the host, perhaps 
with a parody of the eucharistic sacrifice, 
a practice which oddly acknowledges their 
belief in the real presence of our Lord in 
the sacrament.

Do such occult practices continue to-
day? If they do, it is spiritually tragic, and 
we should make every effort to prevent it. 
But in the end nothing we do can make it 
impossible. As I said, rumors, and some 
strong evidence, of it happening have been 
floating around for a long time.

hours. However, relegating religion to 
an “add-on” diminishes the fundamental 
integrity of the Catholic school. The hall-
mark of Catholic schools is the ability to 
integrate faith into the fabric of the school. 
Secular values may be the foundation of 
the school’s charter, but they cannot be 
informed by faith and Catholic teaching.

Following the creation of a charter 
school, many of the school personnel and 
students from the closed Catholic school 
may remain, but the original Catholic mis-
sion will be eroded as a direct result of the 
secular nature of the school. Over time, as 
new students and faculty enter the charter 
school, this erosion will continue. 

Many charter schools, committed to 
strong academics and values, do an ex-
cellent job of educating students, many 
of whom are poor with few other options. 
However, public charter schools do not 
allow for the explicit and integrated faith 
and moral education that is the founda-
tion of a Catholic school. Often a charter 

school mimics a Catholic school since it 
includes a clear, focused mission, more 
innovative teaching practices and greater 
parental and local community involve-
ment. Even visible signs such as school 
uniforms and dress codes may suggest a 
Catholic connection. 

Given this situation, Catholic school 
leaders must be very clear about the dif-
ferences between charter schools and the 
goals and aims of Catholic education. 
When Catholic parents surmise that char-
ter schools provide an environment that is 
similar to Catholic schools, this perception 
needs to be dispelled. When some Catholic 
leaders are willing to shutter a Catholic 
school to make way for a charter, this 
practice must be forcefully discouraged. 
We are charged to be advocates for the 
continued support of Catholic schools. It 
is true that Catholic schools are a great 
legacy for our Church and nation–but they 
also are a gift that must be strengthened 
and secured for the next generation. 

Can Charter Schools Be Catholic? 
Here’s Why the Answer Is “No”

Continued from p. 6

By Sister Digna Vela, IWBS
If you come by the chancery parking 

lot any day of the year, you will see a 
green Toyota Camry with a Keep Christ 
in Christmas nativity on the back bumper. 
The main reason for the sticker is for it 
to be a reminder about the meaning of 
Christmas; however, it does on occasion 
help me find my car.

In 2003, I wrote an article for the 
Lighthouse encouraging Catholics from 
throughout the diocese to do what they 
could to keep Christ in Christmas.  Since I 
am in the catechetical ministry, I am 
always thinking of how we can bet-
ter catechize or teach others about 
God and our faith.  Christmas is 
such a wonderful opportunity to 
do this.  If every Catholic home 
had some type of religious 
decoration in their front yard, 
whether it be a nativity set, 
an angel proclaiming 
that a Savior has been 
born, or a Bible with 
words such as “God 
so loved the world 
that he sent his only 
Son,” how that would make 
people think as they drive by each 
day and see these religious reminders.  
What a wonderful way that would be to 
foster the message that at Christmas we 
celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  We are not celebrating the birth of 
Santa Claus or Frosty.  Perhaps parishes 
could have a religious Christmas yard-
decorating contest.  That would be great 
fun and get the whole parish thinking 
about the real meaning of Christmas.

I often hear people lament the fact that 
a Nativity Scene cannot be erected on the 
courthouse lawn.  I ask these same people 
if they have a nativity scene on their front 
lawn.  We live in a free country and can 
put a religious symbol on our own pri-
vate property.  How much more effective 
would be hundreds of religious symbols 
displayed all over town in contrast to only 

Keep Christ in 
Christmas

one erected by the government. 
Others will say that children are not 

allowed to pray aloud in school. I remind 
them that children can pray silently in 
school; however, they cannot recite aloud 
a Christian, Jewish, Hindu, or Muslim 
prayer dictated by a teacher or the admin-
istration.  I also ask these same people if 
they pray with their children every day 
in their home, such as before meals, at 
bedtime, or other times.

I believe that we need to practice and 
proclaim our faith in various ways, thereby 
being a beacon of light pointing to the 
Truth, Jesus Christ, without imposing our 
beliefs.  St. Francis of Assisi said, “Preach 

the Gospel at all times and when 
necessary, use words.” We can 

evangelize and catechize by our 
example and love.

My hope is that everyone 
who reads this article will 

decide to help remind 
people in his/her own 
neighborhood and 
city that Jesus is 
the reason for the 

season. This can be 
done in many creative 

and faith-filled ways.  This year when 
we Sisters of the Incarnate Word go to 
view the Christmas lights, I look forward 
to seeing more religious displays of the 
birth of Jesus, the Incarnate Word, than 
ever before.  We all need a reminder that 
the Savior of the World was born over 
2,000 years ago on Christmas Day. 

           

 The holidays are upon us. The diocesan 
library has over 100 books, videos, and 
DVDs for you to view as you and your 
family prepare for the liturgical and 
seasonal celebrations of Thanksgiving, 
Advent, and Christmas.

The Advent–Christmas Book is filled 
with ideas for creating memories with the 
rich symbols and traditions of the seasons.
• What Every Catholic Needs to Know 
About Advent and Christmas

Squanto and the First Thanksgiving is 
a touching drama about trust, faith, and 
renewal.
• Advent with Saint Nicholas
• Timmy’s Gift: A Precious Moments 

Christmas Story
• Juan Diego: Messenger of Guadalupe
• The Little Brown Burro

             
• La Virgen Morena: Nuestra Madre de 

Las Americas
• Encontrando a Mary
• La Señora Berenjena

Diocese of Victoria
Library & Media Center

361-573-0828 • www.victoriadiocese.org

Books

VHS/DVDs

Español

Safe Environment 
Deadline – Dec. 1

As per Bishop Fellhauer, the Office 
of Child and Youth Protection (Safe En-
vironment) has placed a deadline for all 
2009 Renewal and Re-Certifications.  The 
deadline is December 1, 2009.  

Individuals who have not completed 
their required Renewal or Re-Certification 
workshops on or before Dec. 1, 2009, will 
be removed from their position.  This in-
cludes all volunteers and paid personnel.

In addition, all NEW employees and 
volunteers must be trained within their 
90-day time frame.  

Prior notices have been sent to all in-
dividuals who are in need of the required 
workshops.
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Sisterly
Thoughts

By Sister Mildred Truchard, IWBS

“T
Timing is Everything

ABCATS Travel
Polka Party Cruise

Featuring the great
Red Ravens!

Southern Caribbean
Feb. 14-21, 2010

Few Cabins Left

European Tour
Includes Passion Play

Aug. 14-23, 2010
Germany, Austria & 

Czech Republic

Call for info. NOW!

Call Jim or Malvina Slovak
ABCATS Travel 361-578-0828

e-mail:  slovakjim@att.net
www.abcatstravel.com

the sick.  Through this ministry he is aware 
of the needs of those in the community. In 
the exercise of this role the faithful do not 
only respond, “Lord hear our prayer,” but 
also are challenged to respond to the needs 
of their brothers and sisters.

At the end of Mass, the deacon sends 
the assembly back into the community 
with the command, Ite Missa est, so that 
they would be for others what they have 
celebrated—the Eucharist.

With the restoration of the diaconate as 
a permanent order, the diaconate, which 
hitherto had been seen as a stepping-stone 
to the presbyterate, has once again been put 
into perspective in the Church.

The deacon is no more an “apprentice” 
on his way to the priesthood.  The perma-
nent diaconate is restored as a state in its 
own right with its own functions. Through 
the ministry of the deacon, the Church is 
constantly reminded of the evangelization 
dimension of her ministry in diakonia and 
its corresponding pastoral functions in 
justice and peace.

Service is at the very heart of the 
Church’s ministry and at the Christian’s 
way of life. The deacon models for the 
whole Church the humble service of Christ 
and challenges all of us to the service of oth-
ers. Do you feel called to this ministry?

DO YOU FIT THIS 
PROFILE?

• A person of faith.  He must be a 
prayerful and spiritual person who is open 
to further spiritual formation. 

• A person who is a leader and an en-
abler.  He should be able to animate, facili-
tate and motivate people into action.

• A person who functions well in a col-

laborative setting for ministry and service 
in the parish.

• He must have a demonstrated history 
of service to people, be open-minded and 
should be able to work well with others in 
ministry. 

• A person who has the ability to honor 
commitments and would approach the 
diaconate as “permanent.” 

• A person with a stable background 
who has surplus time and energy to give to 
formation, service and ministry. 

• He should be in a stable marriage/
family.  If married, he should realize he 
may not remarry if his wife dies after his 
ordination.  If not married, he should realize 
he must make a commitment to celibacy 
prior to ordination. 

• A person who has the ability to handle 
academic studies.  He must have the ability 
to learn and complete college-level stud-
ies.  The academic part of the program is 
more than is expected in the preparation 
of a Master Catechist and analogous to the 
priestly formation program. 

• A person who is known and respected 
and is already involved in ministry in the 
parish. 

• He and his wife should be able to 
represent the Church with dignity and intel-
ligent service.

Listen to your heart.  God May Be Call-
ing You to Serve As a Deacon.

The selection process for the next class 
of deacon candidates is in progress.

For information contact:   
The Director of Formation, Office of 

the Permanent Diaconate, C/O St. Joseph’s 
Church, Post Office Box 399, Moulton, 
Texas 77975; Phone (361) 596-4674 

The Deacon, The Man of Service
Continued from p. 4

                  iming is everything. And 
so it goes with buying … .”  This ad in a 
newspaper caught my eye.  Now I was not 
in the market for buying the merchandise 
that they were selling; however I thought 
that the advice “Timing is everything” can 
apply to many things in life.  The Book of 
Ecclesiastes says this so well, “A time to 
… and a time to … .”

I was reminded of the importance 
of timing, as in “a time to plant” when I 
wanted to get a head start on a little fall 
garden. I had planted some lettuce seed 
and it did not come up; I replanted it with 
the same result, so I assumed that the seed 
was bad. I bought another packet of seed 
and this time I read the fine print on the 
back of the packet. It warned that soil tem-
perature had to be below 75 degrees for this 
variety to sprout. So that was the problem! 
You remember how warm it had been in 
September and the first part of October. 
There’s no way of getting around the timing 
of some things. I just have to be patient and 
wait for the “time”. 

The Book of Ecclesiastes gives a lot of 
advice on timing of various facets of liv-
ing, most of which are more important than 
when to plant a few seeds. You may want 
to check out, in chapter three, the wisdom 
for the timing of so many life events. As I 
use this wisdom to measure society today, 
the phrase that really strikes me is “A time 

to be born and a time to die,” especially 
when I remember how Pope John Paul II 
warned us about succumbing to the “culture 
of death” which is tainting our society.  It is 
time for us to be vigilant in the struggle to 
promote a “culture of life” which respects 
the dignity of every human being as having 
been created as a beloved son or daughter 
of God. We support the “culture of life” 
by acknowledging that God alone is the 
one who determines the length of one’s 
life span. 

Every time we usurp God’s role and 
condone or even cause the untimely death 
of an unborn child, or an aged or sick 
patient, or of someone who is considered 
“undesirable,” we are precipitating the 
dreaded “culture of death.” Let us speak 
up for life and the dignity of each person 
through our prayers, words, actions, and 
public witness. When? Now!  As St. Paul 
says, “Behold, now is a very acceptable 
time.”  Yes, timing is everything!                            

and informative presentation.
The Mass and ceremony of investiture 

was held Sunday afternoon at the co-
cathedral.  There were two newly invested 
members from the Diocese of Victoria, Sir 
Robert Louis Kovar, KHS, and Lady Pam 
Kay Kovar, LHS.  The principal celebrant 
and homilist was his eminence Cardinal 
DiNardo, KGCHS.  The concelebrants 
were the Most Rev. Eusebius J. Beltran, 
the Most Rev. Joseph A. Fiorenza, the 
Most Rev. Jose H. Gomez, the Most Rev. 
Michael J. Sheehan and other bishops, ab-
bots and priests of the order.  The master of 
ceremony was the Rev. Michael G. Earth-
man.  The deacons and altar servers were 
from Saint Mary’s Seminary, Houston.  
His Excellency Dennis Malloy, KGCHS, 
lieutenant, presided.  The chancellor, Sir 
Steven R. Pinio, KCHS, was present.  The 
honored guests were Sir Michael R. Earth-
man, KGCHS, member of the grand mag-
isterium, U.S.; Sir Anthony J. Caoritto, 
KGCHS, lieutenant, Southeastern Lieu-
tenancy; and Sir John Carmen Puinno, 
KGCHS, lieutenant, Middle Atlantic 
lieutenancy; and officers and members 
of the council.  The general chairpersons 
were Sir Thomas Standish, KC*HS, and 
Lady Joyce Standish, LC*HS, section 

Equestrian Order holds annual meeting
Continued from p. 20

focal point.  He said if you stand looking 
out the front glass doors of the building, the 
chapel steeple is directly in the center view.  
Looking out the back entrance, one can see 
the San Antonio riverbanks.

The new Hermes Hall has approxi-
mately 14,000 sq. ft., and includes a 
kitchen, dining hall, large break-out room, 
small break-out room, two offices, two very 
large bathrooms with showers and a storage 
room.  The dining hall is designed to hold 
375 people at banquet-style seating. A set of 
four, very large chandeliers provide lighting 
for the main dining area of the hall; they 
were acquired through the grant-writing 
efforts of Susan Oakley and Mary Cox.

The hall is equipped with three LED 
projectors, a PA sound system, a state-
of-the-art camera security system that 
encompasses the entire renewal center 
complex, and a monitored security system.  
The exterior of the building is constructed 
of hardiplank for ease of maintenance and 
because it is impervious to South Texas 
climate and insects. 

Currently over 5,000 people are served 
by the renewal center each year.

Building committee members were 
Susan Oakley, Mary Cox, Tim Michal-
ski, Father Greg Korenek, pastor of Holy 
Family Parish; Dennis Lockstedt and Otto 
Bleier for kitchen design, Mark Zepeda for 
sound, Mike Brown and Debbie Vanelli, all 
of Victoria.

Heimsath Architects designed the build-
ing.  Members from the firm who worked 
on the project are Ben and Maryann Heim-
sath, Clovis Heimsath and Libby Weedman. 
The general contractor was Krueger Con-
struction with Don and Bernice Krueger, 
Royce and Terry Krueger, Kevin Krueger, 
Clay Walton, project manager, and Charlie 

Msgr. Hermes honored 
at SRC dedication

Continued from p. 1

Smith, project superintendent.
Anthony Hermes, a distant cousin of 

Msgr. Hermes, donated his skills and time 
carving the cross for the crucifix, which 
hangs in the building.  At the time he of-
fered to build the cross, he had no idea 
that the building would one day be named 
‘Hermes Hall.’

A quilted wall hanging of the SRC 
chapel, which hangs in the large break-
out room, was made and donated by Lois 
White.

Msgr. Eustace Hermes is 92 years of 
age and continues to come to his office in 
the chancery building each day, working 
with the deeds of the lands owned by the 
various parishes in the diocese.  A key to 
his longevity may be that he rides 16 miles 
a day on his stationary bike.

He was ordained for the Archdiocese 
of San Antonio on June 12, 1941, at San 
Fernando Cathedral by Archbishop Robert 
E. Lucey.  His first parish assignment was 
at St. Agnes Church in San Antonio.  He 
became the parochial vicar at St. Mary’s 
Parish in Victoria on his birthday, January 
20, 1942.  At this time he was put in charge 
of the Catholic cemeteries in Victoria, 
something he continued to do until 2001.  
He served as parish administrator at Our 
Lady of Lourdes in Victoria and as pastor 
of St. Rose of Lima in Schulenburg, Our 
Lady of Victory Cathedral in Victoria and 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
Ganado.

Some of the various positions he has 
held include:  Knights of Columbus Fourth 
Degree Faithful Friar; Knight Commander 
Holy Sepulchre; chaplain of the Serra Club 
of Victoria (longest serving Serran chaplain 
in the world at 47 years) and chairman of 
the board of Priests’ Pension Fund.

representatives of Houston.
The music at the Masses was beauti-

ful and very inspiring.  It was provided 
by the Cathedral Choir on Saturday and 
the Archdiocesan Choir on Sunday. A 
reception and white-tie, seated formal din-
ner was held Sunday night in the Hilton 
foyer and grand ballrooms following the 

all saints Day—Msgr. Eustace 
Hermes celebrates All Saints Day at 
the Catholic Cemetery Mausoleum in 
Victoria on November 1, 2009.  It was 
the 41st year of the mausoleum’s exis-
tence and the 41st year he has said the 
All Saints Day Mass there.  He asked 
that we especially remember to pray 
for the souls of priests in purgatory. 
“We have left family and are alone.  We 
have no family left behind to pray for 
us,” he implored.

MSGR. BENTON 
THURMOND

INEZ - Monsignor Benton Alfred Thur-
mond, 88, of Inez, passed away Saturday, 
Nov. 7, 2009 in Edna. He was born on 
March 27, 1921, in Inez.  

A funeral Mass service was held 
Wednesday, Nov. 11, at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Inez.  

An obituary and story will be printed 
in the Dec. issue of The Catholic Light-
house.
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Youth Calendar of Events

For more information on any of these events, please contact:
Debbie	Vanelli	or	José	Ortega	at	the	Office	of	Youth	Ministry

at (361) 573-0828 ext. 32 / ext. 50 or e-mail at 
dvanelli@victoriadiocese.org or jortega@victoriadiocese.org 

 Web site:  www.victoriadiocese.org/youthoffice

november 12—mass at Victoria College/ University of Houston Campus at 2:00 
p.m. in the Sports Center.  Rev. Bryan Heyer is the celebrant. 

november 12—theology at the Well - at Chili’s in Victoria - 6:45-8:30 p.m. - 
tonight’s topic is “Going to the Movies... or not?” presented by Rev. Bryan 
Heyer

november 15—youth leadership training
november 19-22—national catholic youth conference in Kansas City, Mis-

souri
December 1 — mass at Victoria College/ University of Houston Campus at  

11:00 a.m. in the Student Center.  Father Dan Morales is the celebrant. 
December 6 — youth leadership training
December 12 — Bishop fellhauer christmas Dinner	 to	benefit	the	Spiritual	

Renewal Center
January 9, 2010 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry 

studies at the Diocese of Victoria, Chancery - This session is “Prayer and 
Worship”  - 9:00 a.m.-12 noon

January 16-17, 2010 — youth leader retreat
January 23, 2010 — pro-life rally in austin
January 31, 2010 — Junior high fiesta
February 14, 2010 — Confirmation Retreat - St. Michael in Cuero
february 20,2010 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry 

studies at the Diocese of Victoria, Chancery - This session is “Justice and 
Service”  - 9:00 a.m.-12 noon

february 23-26, 2010 — region 10 Diocesan Directors meeting
march 7, 2010 — high school spectacular
March 13, 2010 — Confirmation Retreat - location to be announced
march 27, 2010 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry  

studies  at the Diocese of Victoria, Chancery - This session is “Ethics and 
Crisis Management”  - 9:00 a.m.-12 noon

april 17, 2010 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry  
studies -at the Diocese of Victoria, Chancery - This session is “Retreat Forma-
tion”  - 9:00 a.m.-12 noon

april 18, 2010 — camp David planning - Youth Leaders/Staff at the Chancery 
in Victoria

June 13-15, 2010 — 1st session - camp David Junior high camp
June 16, 2010 — camp David elementary camp
June 16-18, 2010 — 2nd session - camp David Junior high camp

Find us now on Facebook! At Diocese of Victoria – Youth Ministry

DuKe tip stuDents—Five Schulenburg St. Rose of Lima School seventh-
grade	students	have	qualified	for	Duke	University’s	Talent	Identification	Pro-
gram.  This program aims to identify bright students and encourage them to 
develop their academic talents.  Students qualify for the program by scoring at 
or above the 95th percentile on standardized tests.  These students then have 
the opportunity to take either the SAT or ACT college entrance exam.  Students 
are provided information about their abilities and different educational options, 
which	may	benefit	them	as	they	further	their	education.		The	following	seventh-
grade students have met the standards for participation in the program this 
year, front row, from left:  Allison Meyer and Samantha Holub; back row, from 
left: Sarah Seyl, Taylor Olsvosky and Seamus Bennett.  Congratulations to these 
students for their accomplishments!

st. Joe cheerleaDers WalK the BuDDy WalK—The St. Joseph High 
School cheerleaders and their families participated in the Buddy Walk, Saturday, 
Oct.	10,	2009,	to	benefit	the	Down	Syndrome	League	of	Victoria.		The	Down	Syn-
drome League of Victoria was recently created to provide awareness of Down 
Syndrome by providing educational information to the community and resources 
to individuals with Down Syndrome.  The cheerleaders participated in the Buddy 
Walk program as one of their service projects. Pictured, back row from left, are 
Lisa Kristynik, Alex Garza, an NA student; Shawn Garza, an NA student; Judy 
Hill, Darla Reithmeier, Traci Monroe and Kim Sewalt.  In the middle row are 
Hilary Kristynik, Hannah Garza, Vicki Oladoyin, Ashley Kolar, Danielle Hill, 
Kaitlyn Reithmeier, Allyson Reithmeier, an OLV student; Shelby Monroe and 
Morgan Sewalt.  Seated in front is Ruben Monroe.  The Down Syndrome League 
of	Victoria	holds	a	support	group	meeting	every	first	Thursday	of	the	month,	
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., in the Education Room at DeTar Hospital – Navarro, 506 
E. San Antonio St.  For more information, please contact Yvette Laqua at (361) 
489-5070 or downsyndromeleague@yahoo.com.

YOAKUM—The students at St. Joseph 
School in Yoakum honored local firefight-
ers during the weekly children’s Mass on 
Wednesday, October 7, in recognition of 
Fire Prevention Week October 5–9, 2009.  

Following the Mass, the Yoakum Fire 
Department presented the SJS students with 
a ladder truck demonstration; the students 
visited with firemen; and the students 
toured the inside of a fire truck.  After the 
demonstration, the eighth grade student 
council members honored the fire depart-
ment personnel with a brunch at the school.  
Other SJS awareness of fire safety and 
prevention activities 
included students in 
kindergarten through 
third grade watch-
ing a fire safety and 
prevention video, the 
Yoakum Fire Depart-
ment giving each stu-
dent a fire safety and 
prevention coloring 
and activity book, 
and each student 
designing a poster 
that included a fire 
prevention/aware-
ness message.  Post-
ers were judged for 
artwork and cre-
ativity, and are dis-
played at the school.   
The  S t .  Jo seph 
School winners of 
the fire prevention/
awareness poster 
contest are as fol-
lows:  Kindergar-
ten: first place –Kylie 
Velek, second place 

Fire prevention/awareness week was held at St. Joseph 
School in Yoakum October 5–9.  Students winning 
first, second and third in the poster contest show their 
winning art.  The posters are on display at the school. 

Firefighters honored
– Tyler Ferry, third place – Cameron Rice; 
First grade: first place – Jenna McKee,  sec-
ond place – Holly Hull, third place – Rylan 
Schindler; Second grade: first place – John 
Sanchez,  second place – Bailey Carde-
nas,  third place – Macy Fitch; Third grade: 
first place – Avery Wagner,  second place 
–  Nathan Matusek and third place – Se-
bastian Perez.

Please refer to the following Internet 
video to learn more about Fire Prevention 
and Safety in your home.  http://video.
about.com/babyparenting/Fire-Safety-
for-Your-Home.htm 

community serVice—Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic Middle School Stu-
dents Serve the Community.  The Mariner Football team picked up 25 bags (over 
625 pounds) of trash near the Nautical Landings Marina with Calhoun County 
extension agent, Rhonda Cummins, as part of the recent beach cleanup efforts.  
At the same time across town, the Mariner Choir entertained the residents of 
Trinity Shores with choral selections from Rogers & Hammerstein musicals and 
bilingual songs by Jamie Cortez.  Serving the community is an important aspect 
of the curriculum for developing future civic leaders in Calhoun County.  Above 
are choir members with Trinity Shores residents.

PRAYER FOR PEACE # 2

Lord Jesus Christ, We praise You: Bring peace into the world By 
bringing Your peace into the hearts of all. Help us to turn away 
from sin And to follow You in love and service.

Glory be yours, and honour, For ever and ever.
Amen. catholic online

www.catholic.org
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three generations of pioneers!—Jeanette Pustejovsky Novak, Class 
of 1951, and daughter Kim Novak Socha, Class of 1980, cheer on granddaughter 
Melea Socha, a 5th grade student at St. Philip Catholic School during a recent 
volleyball game.  These ladies, each volleyball players during their respective 
years at St. Philip, represent three generations of Pioneers as St. Philip School 
celebrates it’s 60th Anniversary this school year! Congratulations Pioneers!

relay for life once again a success—Members from the “Walking 
9 to 5” El Campo I.S.D. Clerical Para Professional Association (ECCPPA) joined 
others in Wharton County’s observation of the 25th anniversary of the American 
Cancer Society’s premier fundraising event, Relay for Life, Saturday afternoon 
through Sunday morning, October 10-11, 2009, at Ricebird Stadium. A few dona-
tions are still coming in, but when all was said and done Sunday morning, more 
than $90,000 had been raised.  American Cancer Society volunteers from all over 
Wharton County work to make Relay a success each year. The location currently 
alternates between the football stadiums in Wharton and El Campo.  There were 
37	teams,	including	five	new	teams.		Pictured	are:	Inez	Mollar,	Stacy	Cordero,	
Diane Seaman, Ane Marie Farthing, president; Elsie Cordero, Terri Beltran, sec-
retary; Susan Cerny, treasurer; Crystal Matlock, team captain; and Rose Brothers 
(not pictured: Joyce Supak, Laura O’Canas Escamilla and Becky Popp).

fiVe-year-olD cancer surVi-
Vor Does relay for life—Terri 
Beltran, CDA State Youth/JCDA chair-
man and team member of “Walking 9 
to	5,”	congratulates	five-year-old	Mal-
lory Elizabeth Trevino at the Relay for 
Life, October 10-11, 2009, at Ricebird 
Stadium, in El Campo. Mallory was 
two years old when she was diagnosed 
with Leukemia Type ALL.  She un-
derwent chemotherapy treatments for 
2-1/2 years and was given a very good 
report of being cancer free in August 
‘09.  Mallory, a kindergarten student 
at Myatt Elementary in El Campo, is 
the daughter of Tracy and Julie Trevino 
and the granddaughter of Rudy and Liz 
Gonzalez, all of El Campo. pennies from holy cross—The	fifth	grade	religion	class	at	Holy	Cross	

Catholic School in Bay City held a “Pennies for Africa” drive to go towards the 
needs of the Barpello Catholic Mission in Rotu, East Pokot, Kenya.  The students 
collected $500 over a period of two weeks.  Sister Rebecca Janacek, IWBS, who 
currently oversees the mission in Africa, will use the funds to help develop 
various health units and a water well to assist those less fortunate.  Pictured is 
the Holy Cross 5th grade class, their teacher, Mrs. Traci Richards, back row, and 
Principal Mrs. Stephanie Kucera, right.

hallettsVille riVerrats place thirD at nationals—The Hal-
lettsville area KC Riverrats competed in the National KC Softball Tournament in 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., on Labor Day weekend 2009.  The Riverrats placed third 
out of the twenty teams competing.  They lost to Washington, Mo. (13-7) in the 
first	game	and	came	back	to	win	against	Highland,	Ill.	(19-4);	Perryville,	Mo.	(15-
5); Quincy, Ill. (18-13); St. Paul, Mo. (22-21); and St. Anthony, Kan. (18-16).  The 
Riverrats	finished	third	after	losing	to	South	Calhoun,	Ill.	(18-17).		Pictured	in	the	
front row from left is Ryan Hoffman, Dustin Bludau, Bradley Bludau, Sam Brown 
(holding trophy), Dillon Bludau, Aaron Bludau, Kevin Darilek.  Back row from 
left is Clifford Brown, Johnny Havel, Jason Haas, Jeremy Haas, Cody Johnson and 
Brandon Wenske.  Three Riverrats made All Tournament recognition.  They are 
Brandon Wenske (#24), Johnny Havel (#1) and Cody Johnson (#22).  Contributed 
photo.

pets BlesseD in honor of st. fran-
cis—In honor of the feast of St. Francis which 
was Sunday, Oct. 4, St. Rose school students, 
faculty staff parents and friends gathered on the 
back parking lot to bless animals both big and 
small. The annual blessing ceremony is open to 
the public and following a short prayer service 
all pets and animals in attendance receive a 
special blessing. Father Peter Yeboah Amanfo 
is pictured blessing pets in attendance.  Inset: 
3k student Jake Gloger is all smiles as classmate 
Nathan Olsovsky shows off his dog “Maggie.”
Our Lady of Victory blessed pets of parishio-
ners and students Monday, Oct. 5, in honor of 
St. Francis.  Sister Leonita Barron, IWBS, prin-
cipal of OLV School, Msgr. Michael Harrold, 
pastor of OLV, and Father David Berger hold 
a prayer service before individually blessing 
each pet.

OLV School

St. Rose School

Life of St. Francis 
of Assisi 

St. Francis of  Assisi, the 
patron saint of  animals 
and ecology, was a Ro-
man Catholic saint who 
took the Gospel literally 
by following all Jesus 
said and did.
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St. Mary’s at Nada 
took part in an 
America Needs Fa-
tima Rosary Rally 
with a living Ro-
sary on Saturday, 
October 10, to pray 
for America, the 
president, our law-
makers and for Pro-
Life. The Catholic 
Daughters, Christian Mothers and LLC students of St. Mary’s sponsored this living 
Rosary.  Approximately 80 people took part in praying for our nation.

Area parishes joined in spirit with over 4,500 prayer rallies around 
the United States. In El Campo, parishioners met for the Rosary 
Rally at Evans Park. Father Lawrence Matula, pastor of St. Rob-
ert’s, led the prayer service. The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary Catholic Church in Ganado also held a Rosary Rally.  Sixty-
four participants attended and were part of the Church’s third annual 

event.  Thanks to the many volunteers who helped organize this 
special day. Our Lady Of Fatima’s message is prayer and conver-
sion. Pictured are St. Robert parishioners Pete Quintana, Lydia 
Schoellmann, Terri Beltran, Ella Merta, Margaret Anderson and 
Margie Merta, not pictured is Charlie Merta.

Area parishes participate in “America Needs Fatima” Rosary Rally

A group of children and adults, from Hostyn and Plum parishes, gathered at the 
Hostyn Holy Rosary Grotto on Sunday, Oct. 18, 2009, to pray with one million 
children the rosary for Union and Peace.  Father Joseph Kariuki, parochial vicar 
of Sts. Peter & Paul of Plum and Queen of the Holy Rosary of Hostyn welcomed 
everyone.   Micky Supak of the Plum parish played “Immaculate Mary” on his 
guitar to begin the devotion.  Lillian Kallus of Hostyn led the Scripture Rosary.  
The devotion to Mary ended with singing the hymn “Holy Ground.”

ST. MARY-HALLETTSVILLE—
Herman and Frances Sciba of St. Mary 
Parish outside of Hallettsville celebrated 
their 72nd wedding anniversary October 4, 
2009, at Stevens Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center in Hallettsville.  They are the 
parish’s longest married couple.  

Fathers John Peters and Michael Roth-
er gave a blessing for their many years of 
married life.  Their family and residents 
of Stevens enjoyed cake, kolaches and 
punch. 

The couple lived on their farms be-
tween St. Mary’s and Witting.  They 
raised crops, cattle, pecans and a garden.  
His hobbies were hunting and fishing and 
cooking breakfast and stew at deer camp.  

Longest married couple in 
St. Mary’s celebrate 72 years

She loved baking “the best” kolaches and 
strudels, making noodles, canning fruits 
and vegetables and sewing.

Their family includes a son and daugh-
ter in law, Robert and Florence of Halletts-
ville, four grandchildren and their spouses: 
Bruce and Laura Sciba, Russell Sciba, 
Marcia and Richard Nieto and Rhonda and 
Kevin Patek.  Their eight great-grandchil-
dren are: Carissa, Brandon and Anthony 
Sciba; Madison, Trent and Landry Nieto; 
and Wade and Cami Patek.

Herman is 98 years and Frances is 91 
and one-half.  They want to thank God for 
their family and many blessings through-
out the years.

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Sciba

By Laurie Bautista
A most important gathering will take 

place at the Spiritual Renewal Center Au-
gust 19 – 22, 2010 – a four-day institute for 
all who are involved, or plan to be involved, 
with the formation, teaching, and organiz-
ing of the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) process. 

The North American Forum on the 
Catechumenate (NAFC), working in 
partnership with the Diocese of Victoria 
is offering the “Initiation Experience: 
Beginnings Plus” training. It will include 
in-depth presentations, reflections, faith 
sharing, and celebrations of adapted litur-
gies of initiation. 

The Forum is for all clergy - pastors, 
associate pastors and deacons, as well as 
parish RCIA team members, liturgists, 
music ministers, and catechists.

What will happen during these four 
days? Cynthia Goerig, liturgist for the dio-
cese explains, “Participants will be led to a 
deeper understanding of the RCIA journey. 
They will actually experience the various 
steps during the journey while discovering 
the meaning behind each step. In addition, 
they will learn the skills and techniques 
necessary to properly implement the rite in 
a parish setting. The four-day institute will 
be of great benefit to the whole church.” 

Bishop David Fellhauer, in giving his 
support, stated, “I really encourage those 

Members of the Diocesan Task Force Committee for the North American Forum 
on the Catechumenate (RCIA) met with Bishop David Fellhauer as plans are be-
ing made for the National “Beginnings Plus” Institute slated for August 19-22, 
2010, at the Spiritual Renewal Center. Pictured from left are Christella Alvarez, 
Mary Lupita Reyes, Dick Scheibelhut, Bishop David Fellhauer, Laurie Bautista 
and Cynthia Goerig.

National institute to hold RCIA 
process training in Victoria 2010

The Initiation Experience: Beginnings Plus

associated with RCIA to be part of this 
forum. The life of the Church is much en-
hanced by the new life given to it through 
this Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
The institute offers a unique understand-
ing of the conversion process. Those who 
attend will carry away with them a more 
comprehensive understanding of RCIA and 
receive the skills to effectively celebrate the 
rite in their own parishes.”

“The focus of the forum will be on 
adults and children,” stated Mary Lupita 
Reyes, diocesan coordinator for the NAFC. 
“In parishes throughout the diocese, we are 
seeing a real need for catechesis with older, 
unbaptized children. This will be addressed 
within the institute. The whole process of 
Christian initiation of adults and children 
is a wonderful and graced experience,” 
Reyes added.

Although scheduled for next August, 
it is not too early to begin making plans 
to attend. Because it is such a recognized 
national institute, it generally draws people 
from the surrounding areas as well as from 
out of state. 

For additional information about the Be-
ginnings Plus Institute, contact Mary Lupita 
Reyes at (361) 482-9932 or m.reyes0707@
yahoo.com. Information is also available 
on The North American Forum on the 
Catechumenate Web site: www.naforum.
org.

national cDa Day 
in el campo—The 
San Roberto Bellarmine 
Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas Court #2275, El 
Campo, celebrated Na-
tional CDA Day October 
18. The program includ-
ed concerns of today’s 
church and society as well 
as issues that affect the 
wellbeing of women and 
children.  The members 
also honored the deceased 
members of Court #2275 by presenting blessed candles to their families to be used 
on All Soul’s Day, Nov. 2.  Deceased members are Olga Baisa, Olga Ochoa, Henri-
etta Rivera, Margie Bustamante, Angela Cardenas, Gloria Vela, Manuela Salinas, 
Guadalupe Trevino, Aunt Mary Delgado, Aurora Ratcliff, Mary Helen Rivera and 
Yolanda Salazar.  Pictured, front row, l. to r., are: V-Regent Elma Escobar, Carmen 
Kocurek, Pauline Saucedo, Anita Guerra, Kate Manrriquez, Helen Escobar, Doro-
thy De La O, Juanita Rodriguez, Carmen Dominguez and Regent and CDA State 
Youth/JCDA Chairman Terri Beltran; second row: Rev. Lawrence Matula, Court 
Chaplain and pastor of San Roberto Bellarmine; Adelma Martinez, Eloisa Cantu, 
Mercy Arismendez, Vicky Limas, Secretary, Becky Estrada, Treasurer, Financial 
Secretary Ofelia Torres and Remegia Reyna.  Adelma Martinez, Mercy Arismendez 
and	Eloisa	Cantu	served	as	flag	bearers	and	Anita	Guerra	and	Juanita	Rodriguez	
served as banner bearers. 
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Name: 
Address:
Phone number: 
Parish: 
Age if under 18: 

For someone with depression, there’s 
often a feeling of hopelessness. For the 
loved one of someone with depression, 
there’s often a feeling of helplessness.

In its section on men and depression, 
the National Institute of Mental Health 
says: “The most important thing anyone 
can do for a man who may have depres-
sion is to help him get to a doctor for a 
diagnostic evaluation and treatment. First, 
try to talk to him about depression -- help 
him understand that depression is a com-
mon illness among men and is nothing 
to be ashamed about. ... Then encourage 
him to see a doctor to determine the cause 
of his symptoms and obtain appropriate 
treatment.”

There’s no denying that any form of 
mental illness still carries a stiff social 
stigma and that may be especially true 
for men and teens. As the spouse, sibling 
or parent of an adult child, it can be tough 
to even raise the issue -- the specter -- of 
depression. As the mother or father of a 
teen, you know how hard it can be to get 
someone in that age group to admit any 
kind of vulnerability.

It can also be hard for you to consider 
that possibility. You don’t want your loved 
one to have depression. You prefer to hope 
that maybe this is something he or she will 
“just snap out of” or just grow out of.

But the more you learn about this con-
dition, the more you’ll come to realize that, 
if it is depression, the odds of snapping out 
of it or growing out of it are miniscule.

Learning about depression, as frighten-
ing as that might be, is how you not only 
better identify it within your family but 
prepare yourself to help your loved one 
get the diagnostic evaluation and treatment 
that the NIMH so highly recommends.

These are other suggestions from the 
NIMH:

— Sometimes you may need to make 

Your Family
By Bill and Monica Dodds

Catholic News Service

When a loved one has depression
an appointment for the depressed person 
and accompany him or her to the doc-
tor. Once he or she is in treatment, you 
can continue to help by encouraging the 
person to stay with treatment until symp-
toms begin to lift (perhaps several weeks 
later) or to seek different treatment if no 
improvement occurs.

— Second only in importance to that 
evaluation and treatment is offering emo-
tional support to the depressed person. 
(Understanding, patience, affection and 
encouragement!) This means not brushing 
aside the feelings he or she may express, 
but pointing out realities and offering 
hope. It also means not ignoring remarks 
about suicide. (Report them to the de-
pressed person’s doctor. In an emergency, 
call 911.)

— You can help your loved one by not 
accusing him or her of just being lazy or 
of faking illness, and by not expecting him 
or her “to snap out of it.”

The good news in all this, the great 
news in all this, is that treatment can work 
really well. It can make an incredible dif-
ference in the life of your loved one, in the 
relationship the two of you share in your 
family and home.

On the Web: A Helpful Video and 
Webinar

The NIMH has an online video and lots 
of other solid information at www.nimh.
nih.gov/health/topics/depression/index.
shtml. For a recorded Webinar (Web-based 
seminar) by the National Catholic Partner-
ship on Disability on “Supporting People 
with Mental Illness in Your Parish” visit 
www.ncpd.org/Webinars/2007-10-10.

Bill and Monica Dodds are the found-
ers of the Friends of St. John the Caregiver 
and editors of My Daily Visitor magazine. 
Their Web site is www.FSJC.org. They 
can be contacted at MonicaDodds@
YourAgingParent.com.

“The Glory of Angels” by Edward 
Lucie-Smith will be the November Family 
Puzzle Contest Prize.  This exceptionally 
beautiful, coffee-table picture book of an-
gels is also a perfect choice for Christmas 
gifts for loved ones.  

“The Catholic Light-
house” received two of the 
books from publisher Collins 
Design.  One copy will be 
given as a prize to the win-
ner of the November Fam-
ily Puzzle Contest and the 
other copy will be donated 
to the diocesan library at the 
chancery office so all can 
enjoy it.

Throughout their history, 
human beings have felt a need for super-
natural support – for powers that help, that 
guide, that either proclaim important events 
or bring news of them.

In “The Glory of Angels” by Lucie-
Smith (Collins Design; Hardcover; October 
27, 2009; $35) we explore the importance 
of angels, and the myriad ways in which 
they have been depicted in illustrations, 
short stories and aphorisms. 

In this beautiful, oversized book that 
opens with church-like doors, Lucie-Smith 
highlights the importance of the guardian 
angels and archangels, including Michael, 
Gabriel and Raphael.  He explores the ways 
in which music has been used to portray the 

November Puzzle Contest Prize is 
“The Glory of Angels” 

voice of angels, the appearances of angels 
in mythology and the role the angels play 
in the last judgment.  He explores how 
angels guide us by protecting and warn-
ing us of danger, healing and comforting 

us and urging us to follow 
God’s path.

In-depth essays in “The 
Glory of Angels” reveal the 
stories of fallen angels, an-
gels in disguise and angels 
who have given in to tempta-
tion.   There are also inspir-
ing accounts of those who 
have been visited by angels, 
including King Lear, William 
Blake, Lot, Daniel and Jacob, 
and how each eventually 

overcame hardship with the help of an 
angel.  Through these stories, we see how 
a desire to personalize wisdom, protection 
and strength, is satisfied by angels who 
embody these qualities so completely.  Art-
ists step in to give these concepts physical 
existence, bringing them into our world. 

While many people have a strong in-
stinctive belief in angelic presences, they 
generally find it difficult to visualize these 
other-worldly creatures for themselves.  
Even Joan of Arc found it hard to describe 
her angelic visitor, the Archangel Michael.  
What clearly helped her to “see” as well as 
hear him were the statues and paintings of 

See November Puzzle Contest, p. 13

Family Puzzle Contest
Family Puzzle Contest Winner will win “The Glory of Angels” by Edward Lucie-

Smith. Debra Huser of Sacred Heart Parish in Hallettsville has won the October Family 
Puzzle Contest drawing and will receive the book “The Bible Blueprint – A Catholic’s 
Guide to Understanding and Embracing God’s Word.”

Brenna Munsch (11) of St. Anthony Parish in Columbus has won the Youth Puzzle 
Contest and will receive a gift from the Incarnate Word Gift Shop.

If you have not won the puzzle contest within the past six months, please send com-
pleted puzzle and contest form to The Catholic Lighthouse, P. O. Box 4070, Victoria, 
TX  77903, by November 25 for a chance to win “The Glory of Angels.”
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Sunday Readings from Nov. 15  to Dec. 20

November 15 — Deuteronomy 12:1-3
Thirty-third Sunday Psalms 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11
in Ordinary Time Hebrews 10:11-14, 18
 Mark 13:24-32

November 22 — Daniel 7:13-14
The Solemnity of Psalms 93:1, 1-2, 5
Christ the King Revelation 1:5-8
 John 18:33b-37

November 29 — Jeremiah 33:14-16
First Sunday of Psalms 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14
Advent 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
 Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

December 6 — Baruch 5:1-9
Second Sunday of Psalms 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6
Advent Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11
 Luke 3:1-6

December 13 — Zephaniah 3:14-18a
Third Sunday of  Isaiah 12:2-3, 4. 5-6
Advent Philippians 4:4-7
 Luke 3:10-11

December 20 — Micah 5:1-4a
Fourth Sunday of  Psalms 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Advent Hebrews 10:5-10
 Luke 1:39-45

All	daily	and	Sunday	readings,	as	well	as	a	reflection	video,	are	
available in text or audio at:

www.usccb.org/nab/

Thank you for the rain, O Lord
The water and the life
We are grateful for an end
To	this	specific	strife

For our land was parched with thirst
The trees, the grass, the crops
Please	grant	us	rain,	sufficient	rain
Until this drought, it stops

Fill	our	rivers,	fill	our	lakes
Please	let	abundance	flow
Bless our soil with fertility
Let all Creation grow

Thank you for the rain, O Lord
The water and the life
We are grateful for an end
To	this	specific	strife

    -Martha Egan
Sts. Cyril & Methodius, Shiner

Thank you for the Rain

Family Rosary announces 2010 
“Try Prayer! It Works!” Contest

EASTON, Mass. – Entries 
are now being accepted for the 
2010 “Try Prayer! It Works!” 
Contest. Open to students in kin-
dergarten through 12th grade, the 
15th annual national competition 
sponsored by Family Rosary 
encourages children to express 
their faith through art, poetry 
and prose.

Each year, the “Try Prayer! 
It Works!” Contest attracts more 
than 3,000 entries from more 
than 50,000 participants from 
across the country. Children and 
teens from Catholic schools, par-
ishes, home schooling and other 
Catholic organizations use their 
talent to convey their beliefs. Up 
to three winners are chosen per 
grade: first-place winners are 
awarded $100, while the spon-
soring organization earns $200. 
Runners-up win Holy Cross 
Family Ministries products.

This year’s theme – The Fam-
ily That Prays Together Stays 
Together™ – focuses on the faith 
of Servant of God Father Patrick 
Peyton, CSC. Known as the 
“Rosary Priest,” Father Peyton 
(1909-92) created that phrase as 
part of his mission to strengthen 
families and encourage them 
to pray the Rosary daily. The 
“Try Prayer! It Works!” Contest 
asks entrants to use creativity to 
depict their thoughts and feel-
ings on how their families pray 
together.

“For the 100th anniversary 
of Father Peyton’s birth, we are 
excited to honor his memory 
and continue his mission by 
featuring his famous slogan in 
this contest,” said Father John 
Phalen, CSC, president of Holy 
Cross Family Ministries, par-
ent ministry of Family Rosary. 
“Father Peyton understood that 

faith is important in helping 
brothers and sisters and mothers 
and fathers to grow together and 
remain strong in this modern 
world that is so often confusing 
and frightening. How does your 
family pray together? What do 
you pray for? How often do 
you pray together? Do you pray 
the Rosary as a family? If so, 
how does that strengthen your 
family?”

Entries are judged on content, 
ability to capture and interpret 
the theme, artistic and technical 
proficiency, and adherence to 
rules. For more information or 
to download an application, go 
to www.hcfm.org/tryprayer. 
All entries must be postmarked 
by Feb. 1, 2010. Questions? Call 
Holy Cross Family Ministries at 
800-299-PRAY (7729) or visit 
www.hcfm.org.

Lena Grafe, one of the oldest 
parishioners of Sacred Heart Par-
ish, celebrated her 100th birthday 
on September 23, 2009, with a 
party attended by family, many 
friends and relatives, and 
residents of Hallettsville 
Rehab. 

Lena Grafe was born 
in Hallettsville on Sep-
tember 23, 1909, the 
first born of Theo and 
Mary Louise (Leopold) 
Grahmann. She was born 
near St. Mary’s but the 
family later moved to 
a 77-acre farm three 
miles southeast of Hal-
lettsville. Lena attended 
school at Pagel Settle-
ment and at Sacred Heart 
School, but dropped out 
of school at a young age 
to help at home.  

She and Victor Grafe, 
son of Frank and Eliza-
beth (Henke) Grafe, were mar-
ried at Sacred Heart Church on 
June 23, 1931. In preparation, 
Lena made a quilt and had a mat-
tress made from the last bale of 
cotton from her mother’s farm. 

Lena and Victor rented a 
house on Glendale Street, where 
their first two children, Dorothy 
and Elizabeth Mary, were born. 
Sadness soon came into their 
lives when Elizabeth Mary died 
of the flu at age six months. 

In 1936, they bought 90 acres 
of land a mile north of Halletts-
ville. Victor started his own busi-
ness in 1937, buying cream from 
farmers and selling ice cream, 
soft drinks and sundries. It was 
later known as “Grafe’s Place” 
and many people remember the 
ice cream and penny candy they 
bought there.

Their oldest son, Ervin, was 
born on their first Christmas Day 
in their own home. Three years 
later, Mary Jane (now Sister 
Emiliana, IWBS) was also born 
at home. Their last two sons, 
Anthony and David were born 
in the hospital. 

Lena and Victor put a great 
emphasis on education and all 
five children graduated from 
Sacred Heart School. When her 

Lena Grafe celebrated 100 years – September 23
children were in school, Lena 
helped at the school lunchroom 
and sometimes helped out in 
Victor’s Creamery. Victor and 
Lena were lifelong members of 

Sacred Heart Parish. Lena tried 
to help her children prepare for 
their future. She reminded them 
that the vocation of priesthood 
or sisterhood was an option that 
they would bless if it were their 
call; the family gathered to pray 
the Rosary together each eve-
ning before going to bed. Four 
later married and one became a 
Sister of the Incarnate Word and 
Blessed Sacrament.

Life was not easy in the 
early days, without electricity, 
indoor plumbing, or gas heaters. 
Kerosene lamps provided some 
light and only a couple of rooms 
would have some warmth pro-

vided by wood burning stoves. 
Frequent trips were made to the 
outhouse and well. Roads were 
unpaved, so even the one mile 
to town, or to visit family, was 

sometimes impossible 
during rainy weather. 

Victor retired in 1970 
due to health problems, 
and Lena and Victor cared 
for the cattle until Victor 
died on August 8, 1977, at 
the age of 77. Lena Grafe 
lived in the same home for 
71 years. She continued 
to live in her own home, 
assisted by her children 
and sitters to take care of 
her needs until February 
2008 when she moved to 
Hallettsville Rehab and 
Nursing Center.

Now at 100 years of 
age, her mind and memory 
are still good and she likes 
to recall memories of the 

old days. Untimely deaths, hard 
work and difficult circumstances 
only seemed to strengthen previ-
ous generations and Lena Grafe 
is no exception. She still has a 
determination to do whatever she 
can for herself and gives advice 
on everything from caring for 
cattle to caring for one’s health 
and family. She loves the collage 
of family photos that grace the 
walls of her room, reminding 
her daily of her five children, 
11 grandchildren, and 15 great 
grandchildren as well as siblings, 
cousins, nieces and nephews. 

Source: Dorothy Bujnoch

angels she had seen in churches.  
If we look at the whole story 

of belief in angels, we immedi-
ately understand how our own 
conception of them has been 
formed not only by sacred texts, 
but also by great artists over 
the centuries. It is works of art 
that have been instrumental in 
creating the strongly established 
traditions about the physical ap-
pearance of angels, and about 
their role as guides, protectors 

and messengers. In “The Glory of 
Angels,” world-famous artwork 
is displayed on every page of its 
nearly 200 pages.

If you have not won the puzzle 
contest in the past six months and 
would like a chance to win “The 
Glory of Angels,” please enter 
the contest this month.  To order 
the book for yourself or for gifts, 
please contact the publisher at 
(212) 207-7000 or order on line.

Continued from p. 12

November Puzzle Contest
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Entre Amigos
Por Mar Muñoz-Visoso

Relaciones de medios 
USCCB

Buscando Vida
Por Moises Sandoval

Servició Noticiero Católico

Por Mar Muñoz-Visoso
Relaciones de medios, USCCB

WASHINGTON—El Cardenal Theo-
dore McCarrick, arzobispo emérito de 
Washington, testificó hoy ante el Sub-
comité para Inmigración, Refugiados y 
Seguridad Fronteriza del Senado sobre la 
reforma integral del sistema inmigratorio 
estadounidense. El Subcomité invitó a las 
comunidades de fe a ofrecer sus perspec-
tivas sobre la reforma de inmigración.

“Nuestra nación requiere un sistema de 
inmigración que case la inmigración legal 
con nuestras necesidades económicas a 
largo plazo, el principio de la unidad famil-
iar y los derechos humanos fundamentales. 
Esto ayudará a restaurar el imperio de la ley 
en nuestro sistema inmigratorio. El sistema 
actual no logra ninguno de esos objetivos”, 
afirmó el Cardenal McCarrick.

El cardenal también expresó preo-
cupación por la forma en la que la ley, 
actualmente, se aplica a la inmigración. 
“En verdad, la postura de la Iglesia a favor 
de la reforma busca restaurar el imperio 
de la ley y proporcionar orden y legalidad 
a un sistema de otro modo caótico”, dijo 
el Cardenal McCarrick, asesor del Comité 
de Obispos sobre Inmigración.

El cardenal enumeró los elementos 
centrales que, en opinión de los obispos, de-
berían ser abordados en cualquier reforma 
de las leyes que regulan la inmigración:

1).  Sacar a la población indocumentada 
de las sombras y darles la oportunidad de 
que, con el tiempo, puedan obtener la resi-
dencia permanente y la ciudadanía.

2.)  Proteger la unidad familiar mediante 
el fortalecimiento de la inmigración basada 
en los lazos familiares.

3.)  Crear avenidas legales para la 
inmigración, para que los trabajadores 
inmigrantes que trabajan en muchas in-

Cardenal McCarrick Testifica Ante El 
Senado Sobre La Reforma Integral Del 

Sistema Inmigratorio 
dustrias importantes en nuestra nación 
puedan entrar al país de forma legal, segura 
y ordenada.

4.)  Restaurar el derecho de los inmi-
grantes a defender su caso ante una corte 
legal, mediante la restauración de las pro-
tecciones legales que fueron eliminadas en 
la legislación de 1996.

5.)  Trabajar con los países vecinos y la 
comunidad internacional para abordar las 
causas que originan la emigración, para 
que los inmigrantes y sus familias puedan 
permanecer, ultimadamente, en sus países 
de origen y sostener a sus familias con 
dignidad. 

Aunque reconoció que la inmigración 
tiene aspectos económicos, sociales y le-
gales que deben ser abordados en cualquier 
reforma legislativa, el Cardenal McCarrick 
afirmó que, desde la perspectiva de la ense-
ñanza social Católica, la inmigración es un 
tema fundamentalmente humanitario.

“Desde nuestro punto de vista, nuestras 
leyes de inmigración deben ser juzgadas 
por la manera en la cual afectan a la digni-
dad fundamental y los derechos humanos 
otorgados por Dios a cada persona”, dijo el 
Cardenal McCarrick.

El cardenal también instó a los senadores 
a mantener el civismo en el debate y a evitar 
caer en la trampa de la “descalificación y 
deshumanización de nuestros hermanos y 
hermanas” ni tampoco convertirlos en “chi-
vos expiatorios por problemas económicos 
y sociales a los que nos enfrentamos y que 
nada tienen que ver con ellos”.

El Cardenal McCarrick afirmó que la 
Iglesia Católica está lista para ayudar a los 
legisladores en su esfuerzo por  “guiar a 
la nación hacia un sistema de inmigración 
justo y humano que restaure el imperio de 
la ley y respete la dignidad inherente en 
cada persona humana”.

general: That all the men and women in the world, especially those who have 
responsibilities	 in	 the	field	of	politics	and	economics,	may	never	 fail	 in	 their	
commitment to safeguard creation. 
 
mission: That believers in the different religions, through the testimony of their 
lives and fraternal dialogue, may clearly demonstrate that the name of God is 
a bearer of peace.

Pope Benedict XVI’s Intentions
November 2009

Mi abuelo sacó a mi madre de la escuela 
cuando ella tenía catorce años. La razón: 
no pasó una prueba de geografía. De nada 
sirvió que la maestra fuese a casa del abuelo 
explicarle que muchos estudiantes habían 
fallado ese examen, ni que ésta le rogara 
que no cometiera el peor error de su vida. 
Desafortunadamente, mi madre no tenía 
a su mamá—quien había fallecido cuatro 
años antes— para defenderla y tratar de 
persuadir al abuelo.

Para mi madre fue algo traumático. Ella 
juró que si un día tenía hijos los llevaría a 
las mejores escuelas. En aquel tiempo y 
lugar las escuelas con la mejor reputación 
académica eran las escuelas católicas—en 
muchos casos todavía lo son.

Recientemente la Universidad Loyola 
Marymount realizó un estudio sobre estu-
diantes hispanos de familias con pocos 
ingresos en la Arquidiócesis de los Ángeles 
que reciben becas para estudiar en escuelas 
católicas. El estudio demuestra la efectivi-
dad de las escuelas católicas en la mejora 
de logros académicos entre los estudiantes 
hispanos: más del 90 por ciento se gradúan 
y más del 80 por ciento continúan hacia 

Latinos y educación, el futuro de 
Estados Unidos en juego

una educación superior. La diferencia con 
el sistema de educación pública de Los 
Ángeles es abismal.

Mis padres no son personas muy reli-
giosas, por lo cual su sacrificio maravilla 
aún más. Cuando todavía mis hermanos y 
yo estábamos en la escuela elemental, se 
puso en marcha una iniciativa de escuelas 
“concertadas”, parecido al sistema de 
subsidios que existe en algunos lugares en 
Estados Unidos. Se hizo un acuerdo con 
ciertas escuelas privadas en distritos esco-
lares donde las escuelas públicas estaban 
sobre pobladas o tenían un rendimiento aca-
démico bajo. El subsidio no cubría el costo 
total de la colegiatura pero dio a mis padres 
un pequeño respiro. La iniciativa también 
ayudó al gobierno a lograr su objetivo de 
mejorar la calidad de la educación pública. 
En lo que a educación se refiere, podríamos 
decir que mis hermanos y yo somos el feliz 
producto de la colaboración entre la Iglesia 
y el Estado por el bien común.

Aunque también tuvimos la experiencia 
de cuatro años de educación pública en 
la escuela secundaria, aquellos primeros 
años de escuela católica me formaron 

realmente como persona. He participado en 
numerosas reuniones donde muchos líderes 
latinos han expresado gratitud y orgullo 
de ser también producto de una educación 
católica. Los valores éticos y morales que 
recibieron, además de una educación de 
calidad, les han servido a lo largo de su 
vida y en su carrera profesional.

Hacer accesible la educación de calidad 
y eliminar la distancia en los logros aca-
démicos es una preocupación primordial 
de los obispos estadounidenses. Reciente-
mente, un grupo de obispos hispanos visitó 
el Capitolio para hablar con miembros del 
Congreso sobre asuntos que afectan a la 
comunidad latina; la educación fue uno de 
ellos. Los obispos pidieron a miembros de 
ambos partidos que promuevan programas 
para mantener a los estudiantes en las es-
cuelas. En particular, pidieron que se expan-
da la inclusión de estudiantes y maestros de 
escuelas católicas en programas federales 
de ayuda a la educación, especialmente la 
reautorización del programa No Child Left 
Behind (Que ningún niño se quede atrás); 
también la reautorización del programa de 
becas escolares en el Distrito de Columbia, 
el cual ha ayudado a muchos estudiantes 
capitalinos a asistir a escuelas privadas; la 
aprobación del DREAM Act, el proyecto 
de ley que ayudaría a muchos estudiantes 
indocumentados a lograr una educación 

superior; y más fondos para ayudar quienes 
quieran cursar diplomaturas en colegios 
comunitarios. 

La profesora Marta Tienda, de Princ-
eton University, en su ponencia  ante la 
Asociación Americana de Hispanos en 
Educación Superior (2009 Tomás Rivera 
Lecture, http://www.ets.org/Media/Re-
search/pdf/PICRIVERA1.pdf), señala los 
factores que han impedido una mayor par-
ticipación de los hispanos en la educación 
superior y propone que estos problemas 
no sólo pueden sino que deben resolverse. 
Eliminar la distancia en logros educacio-
nales a todos los niveles, especialmente 
en el número de hispanos que persiguen 
una educación postsecundaria y que se 
gradúan, es fundamental para mantener la 
competitividad de Estados Unidos en un 
mundo globalizado.

En las próximas décadas, los hispanos 
formarán un segmento aún mayor de la 
fuerza laboral estadounidense. He aquí 
el reto tanto para instituciones públicas 
como privadas, así como para los padres: 
mantener a nuestros hijos en la escuela y 
considerar su educación la mejor de las 
inversiones.

 
Mar Muñoz-Visoso es subdirectora de 

Relaciones Públicas de la Conferencia de 
Obispos Católicos de Estados Unidos.

A menudo recuerdo la vez que fui a 
una remota área rural en el oeste de Nuevo 
México a visitar los padres de un sacerdote 
de Maryknoll quien conocí en Yucatán. Me 
pidió que los visitara la próxima vez que 
pasara por Nuevo México. En un día libre 
alquile un auto en Albuquerque y viajé por 
cuatro horas sólo para descubrir que no 
estaban en su casa. Indague con un vecino 
quien me dijo que habían ido a la sierra 
a cortar leña. Como ya era el mediodía y 
tenía mucha hambre le pregunté cuantas 
millas tendría que viajar para encontrar 
un restaurante. “Como 45 millas,” dijo y, 
después de una pausa, “puede comer con 
nosotros.” Comimos frijoles, tortillas, chile 
y vegetales de su jardín, una comida simple 
pero sabrosa que nunca olvide, en especial 
porque habían mostrado una de las be-
atitudes: “Era un extraño y me recibieron” 
(Mateo 25:35).

Lo que hizo el primero Día de Acción 
de Gracias digno de emular es precisamente 
esa cualidad. En compartir su cosecha y 
las aves y venados que cazaron casi 400 
años pasados, los Peregrinos y indígenas 
Wampanoag reconocieron su humanidad 
común. Por supuesto, ese momento no 
perduró y, con el tiempo, la gente blanca 
decidió que no quería a los indígenas alred-
edor de su mesa o hasta como vecinos y por 
lo tanto los aisló en tierras indeseables.

Al acercarse otro Día de Acción de Gra-
cias, el correo trae esta súplica del Concilio 
Americano Indígena: “La vida para los 
pueblos nativos de América ha deteriorado 
constantemente. El desempleo puede os-
cilar entre 40 y 85 por ciento. Hay que dar 
a nuestros hermanos y hermanas indígenas 
Americanos algo para agradecer.” El Con-
cilio brinda comidas tradicionales del Día 
de Acción de Gracias a los miembros de la 

Día de Acción de Gracias nos 
reta a ayudar a los necesitados

nación Sioux. Este año tiene esperanza de 
brindarlas a 25,000 personas. El desafío hoy 
como en 1621 aceptar al “otro,” el extraño, 
el extranjero.

No obstante, este año también encon-
tramos la necesidad más cerca. Monseñor 
Kevin Sullivan, director ejecutivo de 
Caridades Católicas de la Arquidiócesis 
de Nueva York, escribe de niños, familias, 
ancianos, deshabilitados, y otros experi-
mentando privaciones extremas y sumién-
dose más en la pobreza. “Jamás esperaban 
sufrir hambre. Muchos, de hecho, buscan 
ayuda por la primera vez. Algunos son 
personas que antes nos ayudaban. Han 
perdido su empleo y ahora se encuentran al 
otro lado de la ecuación de necesidad. Se 
ven obligados a hacer terribles opciones: 
pagar el alquiler o comer, mantener la cale-
facción o comprar medicinas malamente 
necesitadas.”

Sullivan tiene esperanza de recibir 
suficiente ayuda para proveer 5.3 millones 
de comidas para distribuir por medio de 
dispensas de alimento comunitarias o 
parroquiales, para 100,000 comidas para 
centros de ancianos, y para una dispensa 
móvil para servir a los que no pueden ir a 
bancos de alimento. “En una comunidad, 
más de 50 por ciento de los que sufren 
hambre son niños,” Sullivan escribió. La 
crisis es similar por todo el país.

La recesión causa que todos se sienten 
vulnerables. Los empleados temen la 
despedida que los suma a la penuria. Por 
eso es difícil ser generoso. Pero como el 
Presidente nos recuerda, somos un pueblo 
y tenemos que luchar juntos. Y como ese 
pobre matrimonio nuevomexicano me 
demostró, cada quien puede dar un poquito 
de lo que tiene.
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The Pope
Speaks

Pope 
Benedict XVI

cns photo from reuters

Parish Diary
By Father Peter J. Daly 

Catholic News Service 

In the dark of our parish theater, people 
could not see the tears rolling down my 
face. They could not see my chin quivering 
as actor Reid Sasser made Father Damien 
de Veuster come alive for us in Aldyth 
Morris’ play “Damien.”

But I was not the only one crying. I 
could hear sniffles. I could see people 
reaching for hankies. I could hear them 
blowing their noses.

This happened the same day that Father 
Damien was canonized by Pope Benedict 
XVI in Rome.

Morris’ play is a powerful script. The 
one-man show lays out the life of Joseph 
de Veuster, a Belgian farm boy who went 
half way round the world to Hawaii in 
the 19th century, took the name Damien 
and died serving the lepers on the island 
of Molokai.

The most beautiful line for me is when 
St. Damien explains what a vocation is. He 
says, “If we are lucky, we get a call within 
a call. We find our niche.”

He found his niche with the lepers of 
Molokai. When he saw them for the first 
time from the boat, fingers and toes miss-
ing, faces eaten away by disease, he said, 
“I knew I must go and be their priest.”

Reid Sasser’s presentation of Morris’ 
play was a chance for me to introduce 
another generation to St. Damien, the 
holy man of Hawaii, just as I met him 50 
years ago.

When I was a kid I saw a film about St. 
Damien. The nuns showed it to our grade 
school. In the 1950s it was a rare treat to 
see a movie in school. Assembled in the 
school gym, we watched a grainy black-
and-white film based on the book by John 
Farrow, “Damien the Leper.”

Those images are still imprinted on my 

I want to be a priest like that: St. Damien
mind. I was shocked that leprosy existed in 
the real world, not just in the Bible.

St. Damien is a “boy’s saint.” He is 
not some delicate figure, hidden away in a 
cloister. He is in the battle for Christ.

Like most men, he had a temper. But 
he put it to good use for the lepers. Jesus 
had a temper too.

St. Damien was a fighter. He battled 
bishop and bureaucrat for his leper friends. 
I loved that he himself helped to build 
chapels, a hospital, houses and a water 
system. He dug graves for the lepers.

I said to myself, “That is what I want to 
do, be a priest who helps people.”

Ultimately, St. Damien took on the 
wounds of Christ in the sores of a leper.

After I saw that film, I went out and 
bought the book with my grass-cutting 
money. The first book I ever bought. I paid 
65 cents for the Image paperback.

Years later, I went to Hawaii to see my 
high school friend, Charlie Connor, who 
was stationed there in the Navy.

Charlie suggested we go to Molokai. 
We rode mules down the steep cliffs to the 
Kalaupapa peninsula. Escape by land or by 
sea from that place was almost impossible 
for the lepers.

We got a tour of the leper settlement by 
Richard Marx, the “sheriff” of Kalaupapa. 
He was a leper himself. He was missing 
some fingers. In his voice you could hear 
that St. Damien was a living presence. 
The lepers of Molokai still mourn that St. 
Damien’s body was taken back to Belgium 
in the 1930s.

People need heroes.
St. Damien is one of mine.
I hope in that theater there was another 

boy thinking, “I want to be a priest like 
that.”

Little Sisters of the Poor celebrate 
canonization of their foundress

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Sister Camille Hampton of the Little Sisters of the Poor in 
Washington didn’t mind waking up at 3 a.m. Eastern time Oct. 11 -- because the occasion 
was so joyous she could barely wait for the hour to arrive. With a few of her fellow sisters in 
their order’s residence in Washington, the sprightly director of postulants eagerly viewed a 
television screen to watch live coverage of Pope Benedict XVI canonizing five new saints, 
one of whom was the foundress of her order, St. Jeanne Jugan. In an interview later in the 
day, Sister Camille couldn’t contain her enthusiasm as she talked about the canonization 
ceremony in Rome and what it means to the Little Sisters of the Poor. “We all feel united, 
heart and soul, today as we celebrate the canonization of our mother, Jeanne Jugan,” she 
said, as members of her religious order and the elderly they care for prepared to attend 
a special Mass in their home’s chapel in honor of the canonization. “It’s really our hope 
that the more well-known Jeanne Jugan is, and the greater her love for the elderly is also 
known, there will be a greater respect and a greater concern for the lives of the elderly,” 
Sister Camille told Catholic News Service.

haWaiian priest carries rel-
ic of st. Damien During spe-
cial mass in rome—Father Ala-
paki Kim, a native Hawaiian, carries a 
relic of St. Damien 
de Veuster dur-
ing the entrance 
procession of a 
special Mass for 
pilgrims from Ha-
waii at the Basilica 
of St. Paul Outside 
the Walls in Rome 
Oct. 12. Hundreds 
of pilgrims from 
Hawaii concluded 
their pilgrimage to attend St. Damien’s 
canonization with a Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Larry Silva of Honolulu. The 
relic will be brought to Hawaii and 
permanently placed in the Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Peace in Honolulu, where 
St. Damien was ordained as a priest of 
the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts 
of Jesus and Mary. (CNS photo/Paul 
Haring) 

tapestry of st. Jeanne Jugan 
hangs from facaDe During 
canoniZation ceremony at 

Vatican—A tapestry showing St. 
Jeanne Jugan hangs from the facade 

of St. Peter’s 
Basi l ica  at 
the Vatican 
Oct. 11. The 
French nun 
was one of 
f i v e  n e w 
saints pro-
claimed by 
Pope Bene-
dict XVI dur-
ing an Oct. 11 
Mass inside 
the basilica. 
S t .  J e a n n e 
founded the 

Little Sisters of the Poor, who assist the 
elderly in the United States and more 
than 30 other countries. (CNS photo/
Paul Haring)

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope 
Benedict XVI invited all Catholics to lis-
ten more carefully and prayerfully to the 
Gospel readings, especially during Sunday 
Mass, and to set aside a bit of time every 
day to meditate on the word of God.

“A purely theoretical, profane reading 
is not enough in order to reach the heart of 
sacred Scripture. One must read it in the 
spirit in which it was written and created,” 
he said during his general audience in St. 
Peter’s Square Oct. 28.

The pope began a new cycle of talks by 
dedicating his catechesis to the renewal of 
theology during the 12th century.

Two basic models of or approaches to 
theology emerged at the time: monastic 
and scholastic theology, he said.

“Monastic theology grew out of the 
prayerful contemplation of the Scriptures 
and the texts of the church fathers, stress-
ing their interior unity and spiritual mean-
ing centered on the mystery of Christ,” 
he said.

For example, he said the practice of 
“lectio divina,” a form of prayerful medita-
tion on the word of God, was a fundamen-
tal part of the life of monastic theologians 
because “for them the simple reading of 
sacred texts was not enough for perceiving 
the deep sense, inner unity and transcen-
dent message” present in the texts.

This form of theology was character-
ized by meditation, prayer and songs of 
praise and led to “a sincere conversion,” 
the pope said.

The spiritual heritage of these early 
monastic theologians represents “an invi-
tation also for us to nourish our existence 

Pope calls for more attentive, 
prayerful listening to Gospel readings

with the word of God,” he said.
One way to do this, he said, is by “lis-

tening more attentively to the Gospel read-
ings, especially during Sunday Mass.”

“It’s important to set aside a certain 
amount of time every day for a medita-
tion on the Bible so that the word of God 
becomes a lamp that lights our daily jour-
ney,” he added.

But one must be motivated by a desire 
to know and love God, “who comes to 
meet us through his word,” Pope Benedict 
said. That desire will lead Christians to try 
to deepen their understanding of the Bible 
“in all of its dimensions.”

God’s word is there to be welcomed, 
meditated upon and practiced in everyday 
life, he said.

Unlike monastic theology, “scholastic 
theology sought to clarify the understand-
ing of the faith by studying the sources and 
the use of logic,” he said.

The teacher, representing authority, 
and the student, representing inquiry, en-
gaged in a form of debate where the aim 
was to arrive at a deeper understanding 
of God’s word through both authority and 
reason, he said.

Applying reason to one’s approach 
to sacred Scripture “creates a faith that 
is deep, more personal and, therefore, 
also more concrete in a person’s life,” 
he said.

“Even today this confidence in the 
harmony of faith and reason inspires us 
to account for the hope within us and to 
show that faith liberates reason, enabling 
the human spirit to rise to the loving con-
templation of that fullness of truth which 
is God himself,” said the pope.

Pontiff  Benedict XVI to the Bishops , 
Priests and Deacons,  Men and Women 
Religious , the Lay Faithful,  and all People 
of Good Will  on Integral Human Develop-
ment  in Charity and Truth

1. Charity in truth, to which Jesus Christ 
bore witness by his earthly life and espe-
cially by his death and resurrection, is the 
principal driving force behind the authentic 
development of every person and of all 
humanity. Love – caritas – is an extraor-
dinary force which leads people to opt for 
courageous and generous engagement in 
the field of justice and peace. It is a force 
that has its origin in God, Eternal Love and 
Absolute Truth. Each person finds his good 
by adherence to God’s plan for him, in order 
to realize it fully: in this plan, he finds his 
truth, and through adherence to this truth 
he becomes free (cf. Jn 8:32). To defend 
the truth, to articulate it with humility and 
conviction, and to bear witness to it in life 
are therefore exacting and indispensable 
forms of charity. Charity, in fact, “rejoices 
in the truth” (1 Cor 13:6). All people feel 
the interior impulse to love authentically: 
love and truth never abandon them com-
pletely, because these are the vocations 
planted by God in the heart and mind of 
every human person. The search for love 
and truth is purified and liberated by Jesus 
Christ from the impoverishment that our 
humanity brings to it, and he reveals to us 

Encyclical Letter  Caritas 
In Veritate  excerpt

in all its fullness the initiative of love and 
the plan for true life that God has prepared 
for us. In Christ, charity in truth becomes 
the Face of his Person, a vocation for us 
to love our brothers and sisters in the truth 
of his plan. Indeed, he himself is the Truth 
(cf. Jn 14:6).

2. Charity is at the heart of the Church’s 
social doctrine. Every responsibility and ev-
ery commitment spelt out by that doctrine 
is derived from charity which, according 
to the teaching of Jesus, is the synthesis of 
the entire Law (cf. Mt 22:36- 40). It gives 
real substance to the personal relationship 
with God and with neighbour; it is the prin-
ciple not only of micro-relationships (with 
friends, with family members or within 
small groups) but also of macro-relation-
ships (social, economic and political ones). 
For the Church, instructed by the Gospel, 
charity is everything because, as Saint John 
teaches (cf. 1 Jn 4:8, 16) and as I recalled 
in my first Encyclical Letter, “God is love” 
(Deus Caritas Est): everything has its origin 
in God’s love, everything is shaped by it, 
everything is directed towards it. Love is 
God’s greatest gift to humanity, it is his 
promise and our hope.

Pope Benedict’s encyclicals may 
be found at: http://www.vatican.va/
holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/
index_en.htm
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WASHINGTON—Six years of intense 
work on the English translation of the Third 
Edition of the Roman Missal are drawing 
to an end with five action items set to be 
voted on by the U.S. Catholic Bishops at 
their meeting in Baltimore, November 16-
19.  Divine Worship items include votes on 
ICEL (International Committee for English 
in the Liturgy) Gray Book (final draft) trans-
lations, of the Proper of Saints, the Com-
mons and the Roman Missal Supplement 
as well as the U.S. Propers and the U.S. 
adaptations to the Roman Missal. “These 
five items will conclude the work of the 
U.S. Bishops on the Roman Missal. We 
now wait for final approval from the Holy 
See before the new English text can begin 
to be used in parishes across the United 
States,” said Monsignor Anthony Sherman, 
executive director of the USCCB Office of 
Divine Worship. “A process of catechesis 
follows now, so that everyone is ready to 
move along when we get the final text from 
the Vatican. Pastors and faithful alike can 
find excellent catechetical materials posted 
on our Web page (http://www.usccb.org/
romanmissal/.” Approval of these items 
requires the positive vote of two-thirds of 
the Latin Church members of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) and subsequent confirmation by 
the Holy See.

U.S. Bishops’ Work on 
English Translation of 

Roman Missal to Conclude

By Christina Lee Knauss 
Catholic News Service 

GARDEN CITY, S.C. (CNS) — A 
poker-playing priest from South Carolina 
is one step closer to winning $1 million 
for his church’s building fund.

Father  Andrew 
Trapp, parochial vicar 
at St. Michael Church 
in Garden City, won 
$100,000 on “Pok-
erStars Million Dol-
lar Challenge,” a new 
poker-themed game 
show that debuted on 
the Fox television net-
work Oct. 11.

Father Trapp beat 
three opponents, in-
cluding professional 
poker champion Dan-
iel Negreanu, to win 
the final prize. While 
waiting for his cards 
to be revealed in the 
final round, he held his 
rosary in his hands and 
bowed his head.

He will now join 
three other players 
who won $100,000 for the championship 
round in December.

Father Trapp traveled to Los Angeles 
Oct. 3-5 to appear on the first episode of 
the game show. He couldn’t reveal the 
results before the program aired.

The priest, who has played the Texas 
Hold ‘Em variety of poker for fun for 
several years, competed against thousands 
of others in online tournaments and sub-
mitted an audition video to get a spot on 

Father Andrew Trapp, parochial vicar 
at St. Michael Church in Garden City

Poker-playing priest wins big 
for parish on TV game show

the show.
“I really still can’t believe how things 

went, and I’m very thankful for every-
body’s support, encouragement and 
prayers,” Father Trapp said in an interview 
with The Catholic Miscellany, newspa-

per of the Diocese of 
Charleston.

“The thing I’m most 
happy about is that ev-
erybody has been tell-
ing me I represented 
the priesthood and the 
church in a positive 
way. The fact I was 
able to win $100,000 
for our church makes it 
even better,” he said.

Father Trapp said 
one of his friends told 
him afterward that 
he thought “God was 
shuffling the deck.”

All of his winnings 
-- after taxes -- will go 
toward building a new 
church at St. Michael, 
which has grown dra-
matically in recent 
years. Father Trapp 

also wanted to show viewers a fun side of 
his life as a priest. He said the money is 
guaranteed and the show will be writing a 
check directly to St. Michael Church.

Poker is just one of his many hobbies, 
which include watching movies, playing 
strategy games, soccer and paintball.

“It’s always been just something to do 
for fun,” Father Trapp told the Miscellany. 
“Even Jesus relaxed and had a good time 
with his friends.”

man holDs u.s. 
flag along teX-
as highWay after 
mass shooting 
at fort hooD—
Mark Rodgers holds a 
U.S.	flag	Nov.	 8	 as	he	
stands beside a sign on 
the back of his pickup 
truck that reads, “Pray-
ing For You,” alongside 
the highway before the 
entrance to Fort Hood 
in Killeen, Texas. (CNS 
photo/Jessica Rinaldi, 
Reuters)

BEAUMONT, Texas (CNS) — “We 
hope and pray that our soldiers do not die 
on the battlefields. Then something like this 
happens on one of our bases by a fellow 
soldier,” said Bishop Curtis J. Guillory of 
Beaumont about the Nov. 5 shootings at 
the Fort Hood Army base in Texas that left 
13 dead and another 30 wounded. “What 
happened today is a tragedy. Our prayers 
are with those who are affected and their 
families, and I pray for comfort and heal-
ing of those who were shot,” he said. The 
base, about an hour north of Austin, is in 
the Austin Diocese. Msgr. Michael Mulvey, 
Austin’s diocesan administrator, said in a 
Nov. 6 statement: “All of us are in shock 
by the horrors of yesterday’s tragedy at 
Fort Hood. Our prayers and tears go out to 
the victims and their families. I have spo-
ken with the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services and to Archbishop (Timothy P.) 
Broglio, and I have offered the services of 
the Diocese of Austin.” 

Suspected in the shooting at the base 
is Maj. Nidal Hasan, 39, the Muslim, 

Texas bishop decries shooting 
rampage at Army base

Virginia-born son of Jordanian immigrants 
who was scheduled to go soon on his first 
deployment to the Middle East -- a deploy-
ment he had sought to avoid.

James Zogby, a Catholic who is founder 
and president of the Arab American Insti-
tute and a prominent pollster, said in a Nov. 
6 statement: “We at the Arab American 
Institute are horrified by this tragic and 
senseless act of violence committed by a 
disturbed individual. We grieve with the 
families of those who died and those who 
were wounded. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with them.”

“We condemn this cowardly attack in 
the strongest terms possible and ask that 
the perpetrators be punished to the full 
extent of the law. No religious or political 
ideology could ever justify or excuse such 
wanton and indiscriminate violence,” said 
a Nov. 5 statement from the Council on 
American Islamic Relations. “The attack 
was particularly heinous in that it targeted 
the all-volunteer Army that protects our 
nation,” the statement said. “American 
Muslims stand with our fellow citizens in 
offering both prayers for the victims and 
sincere condolences to the families of those 
killed or injured.”

Fort Hood is the U.S. military’s largest 
installation and the only Army post in the 
United States that houses two armored divi-
sions.  It’s home to the 1st Cavalry and the 
3rd Corps, the Army’s official counterof-
fensive force.  About 65,000 soldiers and 
family members live on the post, which is 
halfway between Waco and Austin.
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Bishops attenD african synoD at Vatican—Bishops attend a ses-
sion of the Synod of Bishops for Africa at the Vatican Oct. 6. (CNS photo/Paul 
Haring)

By Sarah Delaney 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Three 
weeks of intensive discussion among Afri-
can bishops about the challenges they face 
in their poor and often war-torn countries 
have been largely ignored by the media, a 
South African cardinal said.

Cardinal Wilfrid Fox Napier, archbishop 
of Durban and a co-president of the Synod 
of Bishops for Africa, also has complained 
that news about Africa in newspapers and 
on television in the rest of the world is usu-
ally bad news, and that positive stories are 
rarely reported.

The Vatican’s daily newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano, asked Cardinal 
Napier Oct. 23 whether sufficient attention 
had been given to the synod; he replied, 
“Absolutely not. It’s been very little.”

Some Catholic newspapers and radio 
stations across Africa covered the synod, 
which was to close Oct. 25, but “as far as 
the rest of the media is concerned, I don’t 
think they are doing much,” the cardinal 
said.

“Spiritual or religious things are not 
reported, unless they are controversial,” 
he said. “In that case,” he added, “they are 
sure to be published!”

The 275 members of the synod have 
discussed a vast array of topics regarding 
the church’s work in Africa, including 
economic injustice, war, hunger, Christian-
Islamic dialogue, family life, environmen-
tal exploitation and the particular plight of 
women, just to name a few.

Even before the Vatican newspaper 
interview, Cardinal Napier had taken a 
gentle swipe at the media for ignoring the 
positive aspects of the continent while em-
phasizing disasters and tragedies. “Africa 

Cardinal says media has ignored 
work of African bishops’ synod

is much more,” he told journalists Oct. 14. 
“It embodies values and abilities that can 
offer spiritual richness, even to the rest of 
the world.”

He admitted in the L’Osservatore in-
terview that the bishops themselves during 
the synod presented the difficulties faced in 
Africa, often dramatically. “We are trying 
to describe the African reality, and unfor-
tunately it must be said that in many parts 
there are serious problems,” he said.

But, the cardinal said, “there are also 
positive realities,” like the reconciliation 
processes in Rwanda, Burundi and South 
Africa. “We should ask the media to an-
nounce good news as well,” he said.

An example of good news that most 
media outlets would tend to ignore, he 
said, “is the growth and deepening of the 
faith there.”

episcopal nuns receiVeD into catholic church in Baltimore 
in septemBer—Sister Catherine Grace Bowen, left, Sister Mary Joan Walker, 
Mother Christina Christie and Sister Hannah Smith, All Saints’ Sisters of the Poor, 
exchange the sign of peace during their reception into the Catholic Church Sept. 3 in 
the Archdiocese of Baltimore. The former Episcopal nuns cited unity and orthodoxy 
as their primary reasons for choosing to become Catholic. Pope Benedict XVI has 
established a special structure for Anglicans who want to be in full communion 
with the Catholic Church while preserving aspects of their Anglican spiritual and 
liturgical heritage. (CNS photo Owen Sweeney III, Catholic Review)

By Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Parishio-
ners at Our Lady of the Atonement in San 
Antonio, the largest Anglican-use Catholic 
parish in the U.S. (500 families), have 
plenty to talk about these days.

Father Phillips — once an Episcopal 
priest and now a Catholic priest who 
founded Our Lady of the Atonement 26 
years ago — doesn’t have detailed an-
swers yet regarding the Vatican’s Oct. 20 
announcement of a special structure for 
Anglicans who want to be in full com-
munion with the Catholic Church. 

In the meantime, he told Catholic News 
Service he couldn’t be more pleased.

The priest has been telling parishioners 
that they should view the new provisions 
“as a confirmation that what we’ve been 
doing has been found worthy.”

The Anglican province in the United 
States is the Episcopal Church.

Other Anglican-use Catholic parishes 
are located in Houston and Arlington, 
Texas, and in Columbia, S.C. In addition 
there are Anglican-use congregations 
sharing the facilities of regular Catholic 
parishes in Corpus Christi, Texas; Scran-
ton, Pa.; Kansas City, Mo.; Boston and 
Phoenix.

These communities began forming 
after the Vatican approved a pastoral 
provision for the United States in 1980 
allowing the retention of some elements 
of Anglican identity in liturgy when a 
number of Episcopalians from the same 
congregation or area entered full Catholic 
communion. That provision also allowed a 
special procedure to admit former Episco-
pal priests who had become Catholic into 
the Catholic priesthood.

The new Vatican provisions will make 
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Vatican decision to receive Anglicans prompts US, Canadian reaction 
the permission granted in the United States 
universal.

Anglican priests who are married may 
be ordained Catholic priests, but married 
Anglican bishops will not be able to func-
tion as Catholic bishops in keeping with 
the long-standing Catholic and Orthodox 
tradition of ordaining only unmarried 
clergy as bishops.

The new provisions also will establish 
new church jurisdictions called “personal 
ordinariates” - similar to dioceses - to 
oversee the pastoral care of those who 
want to bring elements of their Anglican 
identity into the Catholic Church.

Father Phillips was thrilled with the 
concept of ordinariates but also felt bit-
tersweet about not being as connected 
with the San Antonio Archdiocese that 
he loves.

The personal ordinariates will be led 
by former Anglican bishops or priests and 
also could include houses of formation to 
train future priests.

Joseph Blake, president of the Angli-
can Use Society, called the Vatican’s an-
nouncement a “long-expected and prayed-
for moment” stemming from the requests 
of Anglicans who have requested full 
communion with the Catholic Church.

Recent changes within many Anglican 
provinces, including the ordination of 
women priests and bishops and the accep-
tance of homosexuality in some areas, have 
prompted members who disagree with the 
changes to join the Catholic Church.

Blake, based in Bethlehem, Pa., said 
he had been an Episcopalian until the late 
1970s but left for a variety of reasons in-
cluding the Episcopal Church’s stance on 
abortion and women’s ordination.

He told CNS the new provisions will 
“hopefully make the process (to join the 

Catholic Church) less difficult,” noting that 
to date it has been complicated and subject 
to the decision of the local bishop.

An Oct. 20 statement by Bishop Chris-
topher Epting, deputy for Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Relations in the Episcopal 
Church, stressed that Episcopal leaders 
would “continue to explore the full impli-
cations” of the Vatican statement.

He also said the announcement reflects 
what the Catholic Church “has been doing 
for some years more informally” through 
Anglican-use parishes.

“We in the Episcopal Church continue 
to look to the Holy Spirit, who guides 
us in understanding of what it means to 
be the church in the Anglican tradition,” 
he said. He also noted that Episcopal 
officials would “continue to remain in 
dialogue” with Catholic leaders through 
“participation in the Anglican-Roman 
Catholic International Consultation and 
the Anglican-Roman Catholic Dialogue 
in the USA.”

In Canada, the Vatican’s announce-
ment received mixed reaction. Cardinal 
Marc Ouellet of Quebec called it an 
“extraordinary” event while Anglican 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz of Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island, primate of Canada, 
said it would cause tension.

Bishop Peter Wilkinson of the Anglican 
Catholic Church of Canada was overjoyed 
by the news. He said the Vatican’s move 
could help promote much more important 
efforts at Catholic and Orthodox unity.

“Pope Benedict continually amazes 
me,” he said. “Not only is he a genius and 
a holy man, but he can do something new, 
something that has not been done before. 
... I hope that we can live up to expecta-
tions on how Anglicans can fulfill their 
role in the universal church,” he added.

The Africa continent is home to 164.9 million Catholics 
and 556 million Muslims.

Fifteen priests from Ghana, West Africa, are currently serving the Diocese of 
Victoria.  Some are now U.S. citizens and have been incardinated into the diocese.  
The	diocese	is	very	appreciative	of	their	sacrifice.	
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By Tony Magliano
Catholic News Service

Making A Difference

A reader who enjoys Msgr. Brunner’s 
Faith Point column suggested that we add 
a “highlights” section to help readers who 
might not take the time to read the full 
article.  See complete column on page 6. 
Here’s our first try at highlights:

•  Leaders of the Green and environ-
mental movements hate humanity: they 
are obsessed with population growth and 
pursue anything that can reduce it.

•  One example is the use of the En-
dangered Species Act, which advocates for 
obscure species at the expense of projects 
that benefit the human species. 

•  Secularists also blame humanity for 
global warming or global cooling (which-
ever occurs first). 

•  The truth is there is nothing humans 
can do to affect the world’s climate. CO2s 
are a natural part of the world and … are 
essential for plant life. 

•  In 1798, Thomas Malthus decided 
that the human race was doomed unless it 
stopped breeding.  He projected humans 
would be out of food by 1890. 

•  Historically food production has al-
ways risen to meet the needs of a growing 
world population by consistent techno-
logical advances in farming. The Christian 
solution to greater numbers who need to 
share in the pie: make a bigger pie. 

•  American Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Norman Borlaug conducted plant experi-
ments in the 1960s that have produced a 
Green Revolution. His modified plants 
changed Mexico from an importer of 
wheat to an exporter. Within three years 
of Borlaug’s arrival, Pakistan was self-
sufficient in wheat production and within 
six years India was self-sufficient in the 
production of all cereals. 

•  The environmental elites were not 

Faith Matters: “Secularism, Culture 
of Death Hothouse” highlights

congratulatory because Borlaug’s farming 
methods employed genetically modified 
plants and used pesticides and fertil-
izer. But absent high-yield agriculture the 
world would by now be deforested. The 
1950 global grain output of 692 million 
tons and the 2006 output of 2.3 billion tons 
came from roughly the same acreage.

•  In spite of science and history, secu-
larists never tire of repeating the failed 
Malthusian argument as an article of faith. 
The overpopulation theory should have 
died with Malthus (who even disavowed 
it before he died).

•  We see the same anti-human bias of 
secularists with respect to the use of DDT 
causing the thinning of eggshells of birds. 
The assertion is totally false—bird popu-
lations have thrived in areas where DDT 
has been employed. Better that humans 
in the millions die of malaria than that 
the erroneously predicted “Silent Spring” 
become reality. 

•  Secularists say it is all right to kill 
fetuses because they are not persons but 
only blueprints for persons. 

•  The health care bills under consider-
ation provide federal funds for abortion. 

•  Secularist icon Margaret Sanger, 
founder of Planned Parenthood, con-
sidered non-Aryans “a great biological 
menace to the future of civilization.” She 
seemed to have a special problem with 
blacks – who constitute only 12 percent of 
the population, but account for 32 percent 
of all abortions in the U.S. 

 •  Hatred of humans appears to be an 
indispensable part of the secularist faith. 
Altogether different is the Christian view 
on new human beings: they are unique 
images and likenesses of God and are 
welcome as gifts from God. 

What does it mean to be pro-life?
This is an essential question for any-

one seeking to live a genuinely Catholic 
Christian experience. 

Certainly, being pro-life means striving 
for the protection of every unborn human 
being. In the United States, where more 
than 3,500 unborn babies are murdered ev-
ery single day, one cannot possibly claim 
being pro-life without earnestly praying 
and working for an end to abortion. Nearly 
every Catholic knows this.

But there is much more to being pro-
life.

Catholic social teaching insists that 
faithful daughters and sons of the church 
must also deeply concern themselves with 
humanity’s many miseries and the myriad 
threats to life after birth.

The world’s bishops at the Second 
Vatican Council solemnly declared: “The 
joys and the hopes, the griefs and the 
anxieties of the men of this age, especially 
those who are poor or in any way afflicted, 
these too are the joys and hopes, the griefs 
and anxieties of the followers of Christ.”

The church’s social doctrine chal-
lenges us to see the big picture of human 
suffering and to do everything possible to 
alleviate it.

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus warns 
us that our very salvation depends on 
how well we respond to those who are 
hungry, thirsty, strangers, naked, sick and 
imprisoned.

Jesus didn’t say feeding the hungry 
is more important than welcoming the 

What it means to be completely pro-life 
stranger, or that giving drink to the thirsty 
is greater than caring for the sick.

No, instead our Lord commanded us 
to compassionately respond to human 
suffering in all the ways it presents itself. 
But many Catholics concern themselves 
only with one life issue, while largely 
ignoring the rest. They claim their cause 
trumps all the rest.

Some work solely to end abortion, 
while others strive to end war. There are 

those devoted to abolishing capital punish-
ment and those laboring to end hunger. Be-
ing committed to any one of these issues, 
while commendable to a point, is simply 
not enough.

This narrow perspective is only par-
tially pro-life; it falls far short of a com-
prehensive respect for life.

In the encyclical “Evangelium Vitae” 
(“The Gospel of Life”), Pope John Paul II 
says, “As disciples of Jesus, we are called 
to become neighbors to everyone (see Lk 
10:29-37) and to show special favor to 
those who are poorest, most alone and 
most in need. In helping the hungry, the 
thirsty, the foreigner, the naked, the sick, 
the imprisoned – as well as the child in the 
womb and the old person who is suffering 

or near death — we have the opportunity 
to serve Jesus. ...

“Where life is involved, the service of 
charity must be profoundly consistent. It 
cannot tolerate bias and discrimination, 
for human life is sacred and inviolable at 
every stage and in every situation. ...

“We need then to ‘show care’ for all life 
and for the life of everyone” (No. 87).

Not just the unborn, not just the victims 
of war, not just the hungry, not just the 
poor, not just the sick, not just the undocu-
mented, not just the sweatshop workers, 
not just the death-row inmates and not just 
the homeless, but every suffering human 
being deserves our help.

This is what it means to be completely 
pro-life!

Christmas Gift Giving Ideas
It’s getting to be that time of year 

to order thoughtful Christmas gifts that 
help religious, non-profit organizations. 
This year we’ve got a list of five groups 
that have special catalogues to advertise 
their handmade, ethical, and eco-friendly 
gifts. 
Catholic Relief Services

Catholics throughout the U.S. are 
joining Catholic Relief Services (CRS) in 
promoting fair trade, an ethical and eco-
friendly alternative to conventional shop-
ping that ensures that farmers and artisans 
get a fair price for their products.  By 
buying items through CRS’ Work of Hu-
man Hands catalog, consumers ensure that 
artisans get access to the U.S. marketplace. 
Through its Web site, CRS offers fair trade 
coffee, chocolate and handcrafts, educa-
tional resources and tips on how to hold a 
fair trade sale. For more information, visit 
http://www.crsfairtrade.org. 

 

The Holy Land Christian 
Ecumenical Foundation

HCEF offers olive wood items made 
by Christian artisans in Bethlehem, sup-
porting the few remaining Christians who 
still live where Christianity was born.  
Besides olive wood gifts, child sponsor-
ships, which support Christian schools 
in the Holy Land, may be maintained for 
$25 per month.  Journey to Bethlehem 
and Journey to Jerusalem sponsorships, as 
well has housing rehabilitation may also 
be sponsored.  To learn more, please go to 
http://gifts.hcef.org/merchant2/

World Vision 
More and more people are adopting 

earth-friendly “Green Living” practices, 
and World Vision is offering holiday shop-
pers the opportunity to convert to “Green 
Giving” with gifts from the 2009 World 
Vision Gift Catalog.  The catalog features 
more than 100 gifts that truly make a dif-
ference in the world – gifts that benefit 
individuals, families, communities, the 
environment, or even healing for sexually 
exploited girls.  Gifts featured in the World 
Vision Gift Catalog range in price from 
$10 to $39,000 and can be purchased in 
the name of a friend, colleague or loved 
one.  The gift recipient in turn receives a 

special card describing the gift that was 
purchased and the impact it will have in 
the life of a person in need. World Vision 
gifts can be found at the Web site www.
worldvisiongifts.org. 

Food for the Poor
Food for the Poor also offers a variety 

of gifts for the world’s poor, which one 
gives in the name of a loved one.  Jesus 
taught a valuable lesson on sharing when 
he performed the miracle of feeding the 
5,000.  You can share your blessings by 
feeding a hungry, poor family through 
Food for the Poor’s Haiti feeding program.  
Purchase a fruit tree for $10 or feed a fam-
ily for a month for $12.  Other ideas in-
clude Three Little Piglets for $100 or 100 
chicks for $125 to help a family’s source 
of income, as well as a source of food.  

If you have a musical friend or family 
member, consider purchasing a musical 
instrument for a child or a whole band for 
her school in the friend’s name:  one snare 
drum is $30; an entire marching band, 
$3,644.  Fruit trees, fishing supplies and 
the fish, homes, latrines and small busi-
nesses can also be purchased.  Go to www.
foodforthepoor.org to see and purchase 
all of their gift ideas.
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music will be provided from 11:00 a.m.-12:45 p.m. with Mark 
Halata & Texavia, followed by a battle dance from 1:00-6:00 
p.m. with Czechaholics and Dujka Brothers.  Hall admission 
is $7.50 p/p doors open at 9:30 a.m.  For more information 
go to www.kchall.com. 

Upcoming Events
Victoria—Grammy-nominated choral ensemble to perform 

Christmas season celebration at Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
Thursday, Dec. 3, at 7:30 p.m.  “Conspirare” performs music 
celebrating the joy and mystery of the Christmas season, and 
invites you to sing along! Craig Hella Johnson blends hymns, 
chants, carols and popular songs into a moving concert experi-
ence sure to put you in the holiday spirit.  Guest Artist Patrice 
Pike swept the 2007 Austin Music Awards, winning Musician 
of the Year, Song of the Year, and Best Female Vocalist and 
becoming the youngest person ever inducted into the Texas 
Music Hall of Fame.  Tickets may be purchased through the 
Victoria Bach Festival offices at (361) 570-5788, the Cultural 
Council at 572-ARTS, or online at victoriabachfestival.org. 
OLS Church is located at 208 W. River Street.

Victoria—KJZT Society 101 Christmas Party Dec. 6 at Our Lady 
of Victory School Cafeteria starting at 2:00 p.m.  The meal will 
be served at 4:00 p.m.  Meat will be provided and members are 
asked to bring a covered side dish.  Members and families are 
invited, make reservations by calling (361) 573-2669.

Victoria—Knights of Columbus Council 1329 chicken-barbecue 
fund-raiser Dec. 20 at the KC Hall (3610 N. Ben Wilson).  The 
price is $6 per chicken.  Beans and Spanish rice are available 
for $1.50 per pint.  Sale starts at 8:30 a.m.  Proceeds benefit 
various council projects.

Shiner—Taste of Texas Gala benefiting Sts. Cyril and Methodius 
Religious Education Endowment Fund Jan. 16,2010.  This 
year’s theme is a Chinese New Year’s Party with a Taste of 
Texas meal.  Looking for sponsors who will be listed on the Web 
site immediately.  Check out the Web site for more information 
at www.shinertasteoftexas.com.

Masses • Retreats • Conferences
Victoria — The Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sac-

rament Amor Meus Spirituality Center will offer Advent and 
Lenten Vespers, Retreat Days with quiet reflection, prayer and 
Liturgy. Come and enjoy God’s nature and experience peace 
and quiet. UPCOMING EVENTS:  Advent Vespers on the 
four Sundays of Advent from 5:00-6:00 p.m.; Taizé Prayer 
Experience Thursday, January 14 and 21 from 7 – 8 p.m.; 
Lenten Vespers on the six Sundays of Lent from 5:00-6:00 
p.m.; Future Retreat Days: February 20, April 24, and October 
9. Register by calling (361) 575-7111. Events located at the 
Incarnate Word Convent, 1101 N.E. Water Street, Victoria.  
Park in front of Convent and follow the signs to the event. 

Tivoli—Our Lady of Guadalupe Church invites you to a Healing 
Mass and Prayer Service every First Friday of the month at 
7:00 p.m.  Mass is followed by praise and worship/adoration, 
healing prayers, praying over, etc.  Counseling available. For 
more information, please contact Rev. Gabriel P. Coelho at 
(361) 286-3349.

Special Collections
Campaign for Human  Development - Nov. 22
Tri-Conference Fund for retired Religious - Dec. 13

Ongoing Events
To see the full listing of all on-going ministries within the Diocese 

of Victoria, see the diocesan calendar at: www.jiavic.com/
misc/calendar.htm or call the office for information at (361) 
573-0828.

Mini-Life-Chain—In Victoria every Wednesday before the 
2nd Thursday of each month.  Call (361) 578-2506 or (361) 
578-2002 for time and intersection location.

St. Francis and St. Clare Fraternity/Secular Franciscans 
– For meeting dates call Mary Ann LeBlanc at (361) 575-
1858.

Our Lady of the Rosary Fraternity Emerging/Secular Fran-
ciscans— meets every other Wednesday from 7:00-9:00 p.m.  
For dates and location call Jay Howard at (361) 574-8487.

Marriage Encounter—Marriage Encounter weekend is held 
at the Spiritual Renewal Center.  For more information or to 
register, write or call Milton and Diane Rejcek, 2512 Hillcrest, 
Bay City, Texas 77414; (979) 245-0323; register@mevictoria.
org www.mevictoria.org

Retrouvaille — The word Retrouvaille means ‘rediscovery.’  
It is a program that offers the chance to rediscover yourself, 
your spouse and a loving relationship in your marriage. Tens 
of thousands headed for divorce have successfully saved their 
marriages by attending.  Contact Gerd and Linda Conner 
(979) 543-3493 or (800) 470-2230 for more information.  For 
dates in Texas, please go to www.retrouvaille.org or www.
helpourmarriage.org.

The Beginning Experience—The Beginning Experience is 
an international ministry that helps divorced, separated and 
widowed individuals resolve their grief surrounding the loss 
of a marriage partner.  It is a ministry of the San Antonio 
Archdiocese Family Life Office. For more information, go 
to their Web site:  www.beginningexperience.org; e-mail:  
sanantoniobe@yahoo.com; phone:  (210) 734-2146.

Singles — Catholic Singles, 40 and over, meet every second 
and fourth Thursday of the month at Holy Family Education 
Building at 7:00 p.m.  Call Georgia (361) 573-9435, or Jean 
at (361) 578-8760, or Sue at (361) 578-3106.

Young Adults—Between the ages of 21 and 45 meet for an 
evening of fellowship and good company every 1st and 3rd 
Thursday at Holy Family at 7:00 p.m.  Call Jim Wearden at 
(361) 579-9737 or (361) 649-9157.

ACTS Retreats—For information on ACTS retreats, please 
go to ACTS Web site at www.actsmissions.org.  For more 
information about the ACTS community movement in the 
El Campo Deanery, to download an upcoming ACTS retreat 
application, or to submit/view the prayer requests across the 
El Campo Deanery, please visit their site at http://ecdean-
eryacts.org/. 

Natural Family Planning—For English or bilingual sessions of 
the Sympto-Thermal Method (S-TM) in Palacios, call Rene 
and Wilma Galvan at (361) 972-5030.  Available for counsel-
ing and classes.  For information about the Sympto-Thermal 
Method in the Victoria area, contact Rudy and Estella De Los 
Santos (361) 894-6950.  Introductory presentations on the 
Creighton Model Ovulation Method are offered in Wharton 
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and in East Bernard at 
Holy Cross Catholic Church.  Please contact Melissa Morse at 
(979) 335-7306 for more information or to register for classes.  
To learn more about Natural Family Planning, please go to 
Natural Family Planning Outreach at:   www.nfpoutreach.
org. Natural Family Planning is the only church approved 
form of family planning.  

Goliad—Presidio La Bahia Museum and Visitor Center —a 
National Historic Landmark — is the only Spanish fort in 
the possession of the Catholic Church in North America. A 
tour program is available to groups.  The Presidio is open 
daily from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is closed on major 
holidays.  Admission is $3 for adults and $1 for children 
under 12.  The fort is handicapped accessible.  For more 
information call (361) 645-3752 or see the Web site at www.
presidiolabahia.org.  

Engaged Encounter—Register as soon as you have contacted 
your pastor due to limited space.  It is strongly recommended 
that you attend an encounter weekend four to six months prior to 
your wedding date.  For a registration form, contact your pastor, 
visit the Web site at  www.victoriadiocese.org/family/ee.htm, 
or write to:  Engaged Encounter, P.O. Box 4070, Victoria, Texas 
77903.  The weekend is held at the Spiritual Renewal Center.  
The dates for 2010 are:  Feb. 26-28, April 16-18, June 25-27, 
Sept. 24-26 and Nov. 19-21.  For more info., call (361) 573-
0828 ext. 30.  All registrations are on a first come, first serve 
basis.  Fee must accompany registration form.

Picnics, Activities, etc.  
November

Victoria—Knights of Columbus Council 1329 chicken-barbecue 
fund-raiser Nov. 15 at the KC Hall (3610 N. Ben Wilson).  The 
price is $6 per chicken.  Beans and Spanish rice are available 
for $1.50 per pint.  Sale starts at 8:30 a.m.  Proceeds benefit 
various council projects.

Victoria—St. Mary’s Altar Society’s Annual Harvest Bazaar Sat-
urday, Nov. 21, at 401 S. Liberty Street from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  
There will be many unique hand crafted items for sale including 
blessed prayer blankets, quilts, pillowcases, cup towels, quilted 
items, baby items, wood crafts, cookbooks, holiday gifts and 
decorations, decorated fall foliage and much, much more.  The 
Country Store will be brimming over with home baked goods, 
canned goods and more.  Enjoy soup, drink and dessert lunch 
for $5 from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Hallettsville—KC Falling Leaves Festival Nov. 22 at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall.  A fried-chicken and sausage din-
ner will be served from 10:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at $7 p/p with 
dine-in or drive-thru plates-to-go. The festival will include 
a cakewalk, country store and more.  Live polka and waltz 

Houston—Coming Events at Holocaust Museum Houston – Edu-
cation Center and Memorial: www.hmh.org/pc_home.asp.

Victoria–The 11th annual  “A Gathering of Women: To See 
Thee More Clearly...the Deeper Teachings of Jesus” with 
Paula D’Arcy will be held Sunday, January 24, through 
Wednesday, January 27, 2010, at the Spiritual Renewal 
Center in Victoria. This retreat is limited to only 25 women.  
The retreat cost is $380, which includes all meals and single 
occupancy lodging for three nights.  Reservations are on a 
first come basis and will be reserved by the date deposits of 
$100 are received.  For more information on Paula D’Arcy, 
go to: www.redbirdfoundation.com; for more information 
on retreat, contact Susan Oakley at (361) 576-1515 or e-mail 
smoak53@msn.com.

January 14 and 21, 2010,  from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
• Silent Retreats: On Saturday, February 20, April 24, 

and October 9, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The center offers 
a place for silent retreats, experiences of prayer, personal 
reflection and solitude in an atmosphere of quiet contempla-

tion, nature’s 
beauty, and 
the peace of a 
sacred space.  
The retreats 
are open to 
men and wom-

en. Lunch may be 
purchased for $5 or 
bring your own.  

• Lenten Ves-
pers: To help one 
prepare for the 
great feast of Eas-
ter, Amor Meus 
will hold Lenten 
Vespers on the six 
Sundays of Lent 

(beginning Feb. 21) from 5:00-6:00 p.m.
Consult the Lighthouse and your parish bulletin for fu-

ture updates. To inquire or to register for retreats, please call 
(361) 575-7111.  Amor Meus events are located at Incarnate 
Word Convent, 1101 N.E. Water Street, Victoria. 

One of the fruits of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and 
Blessed Sacrament “Journey of Refounding,” a process of 
revitalization and growth that began in 2006, has been the 
Amor Meus Spirituality Center.

Part of the IWBS Sisters refounding process has been 
to find new ways to serve the people of God in the Diocese 
of Victoria, and Amor Meus is one of the congregation’s 
first steps.

The center seeks to extend the Sisters’ charism of Incar-
national Spirituality to individuals and groups who desire 
to deepen their spiritual growth and love of God. 

Amor Meus is the Latin phrase for “My Love” and is 
an invitation to enter into the loving heart of God.  The 
Sisters’ convent is a perfect place in which one can ex-
perience God’s love in the peace and quiet of nature or in 
their chapel. 

The Sisters’ Amor Meus Spirituality Center offers the 
following:

• Advent Vespers: Amor Meus invites all to Advent 
Sunday Vespers.  This evening prayer is an ancient prayer 
form focusing on the Psalms, which predates the Church. 
These prayers give thanks for the day just past and make 
an evening sacrifice of praise to God. Join the Sisters at the 
Spirituality Center at the Convent Chapel on each of the 
Sundays in Advent from 5 to 6 p.m. 

• Taize Prayer Experience: Taizé is a prayer that includes 
silence and chanting.

• Join the Sisters for this Prayer Experience Thursdays, 

IWBS Sisters offer Prayer and Days of 
Silent Retreat at Amor Meus Spirituality Center

A new CD, “Alma Mater,” featuring the voice of Pope 
Benedict XVI, is set to be released in the U.S. November 
24 by Universal Music Group International, Decca.

Alma Mater is a stirring and highly emotional collec-
tion of eight original pieces of modern classical music. 
The album will feature his holiness, Pope Benedict XVI, 
reciting and sing-
ing passages and 
prayers, accompa-
nied by The Choir 
of the Philharmonic 
Academy of Rome, 
conducted by Msgr. 
Pablo Colino, mae-
stro emeritus of St. 
Peter Basilica and 
recorded in St. Pe-
ter Basilica. 

The eight songs 
devoted  to  the 
Blessed Virgin are unique in that the traditional litanies are 
complimented by eight original orchestral scores composed 
by Stefano Mainetti, Simon Boswell and Nour Eddine.  
The ecumenical backgrounds of the composers: Mainetti, 
an Italian Catholic; Boswell, an Englishman; and Nour, a 
Moroccan Muslim; underscore the appeal of traditional 
catholic (universal) liturgical music.

The release is a true event, marking the very first time 
that the voice of Pope Benedict XVI has been captured on 
disc, speaking and singing in Latin, Italian, Portuguese, 
French and German, thanks to the audio recordings on 
Vatican Radio. The world famous Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra plays on all of the specially commissioned con-
temporary tracks. 

Proceeds from the album sales will be used to provide 
music education for underprivileged children around the 
world.

To learn more or to pre-order, please go to: http://order.
universalmusic.co.uk/musicfromthevatican/

“I am convinced that music really is the universal 
language of beauty which can bring together all people of 
good will on earth” ~ Pope Benedict XVI

The Vatican – Alma Mater
Featuring The Voice of Pope 

Benedict XVI
to be released Nov. 24

Have an event???
Contact us at

(361) 573-5725 (FAX)

or e-mail:  janakr@victoriadiocese.org
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Father David Garcia of 
Catholic Relief Services in 
San Antonio teaches how 
the beatitudes can be lived 
in today’s interdependent 
world.

Catechatecal Conference deemed a success

Mr. David Atwood, 

founder of the Texas Coalition 

to Abolish the Death Penalty, 

shares the teachings of the 

Catholic Church on the death 

penalty.

Helping to “Manage the Caregiver 

Puzzle” is Mrs. Katherine Bingham, 

director	of	the	Office	of	Aging	Minis-

try for the Archdiocese of Galveston-

Houston.

Catechists have a chance 
to purchase items for their 
classrooms from conference 
exhibitors.

Father Juan Molin
a, 

O.SS.T., of Catholic R
elief 

Services, te
aches Ju

stic
ia 

Para lo
s In

migrantes/

Justic
e for Im

migrants.

Deacon Tom and Mary Jane Fox of San Antonio teach why 
the Mother Church, Christians in the Holy Land, need our 
assistance.

Dr. James Ball of 
St. Mary’s Univer-
sity in San Antonio 
teaches participants 
how to read a Social 
Encyclical, Pope 
Benedict’s “Caritas 
in	Veritate”	specifi-
cally.

Mr. Dan Girardot of Aus-
tin teaches the Reality 
of Liturgical Spirituality: 
Prayer, Suffering, Dying 
and Rising.

HOUSTON—The Southwestern Lieu-
tenancy of the Equestrian Order of the 
Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem held their 
annual meeting in Houston from October 
16-19, 2009, and invested two new mem-
bers from the Diocese of Victoria.

Stations of the Cross and a Travelers’ 
Mass were said at Annunciation Church on 
Friday, Oct. 16.  The cornerstone of An-
nunciation Church was laid April 25, 1869.  
One of the great occasions of this church 
was the installation of 37 knights and 
ladies of the Holy Sepulchre by Cardinal 
James Mcintyre of Los Angeles in 1954.  
At that time the Southwestern Lieutenancy 
reached from Texas to California.  The 
actress Irene Dunn was an investee and 
seminarian Joseph Fiorenza was an altar 
server at the Investiture Mass.

The Stations of the Cross were led 
by Father E.J. Stein, OFM.  In the Holy 
Land, the Franciscans say the Stations 
every Friday, spiritually walking in the 
path of our Lord on the day of his death.  
Joseph Fiorenza, archbishop emeritus 
of Galveston-Houston Diocese, was the 
main celebrant and concelebrants were 
Father Robert Crooker, CSB, and Father 
E.J. Stein.  Music was provided by the 
choirs of Incarnate Word Academy and St. 
Thomas High School, led by Joshua Wil-
son.  Following the Mass, some members 
and guests attended a welcome reception 
and dinner at the Aquarium.

On Saturday morning, an orienta-
tion meeting for investees, members 
and guests was held in the Hilton of the 
Americas Grand Ballroom.  Some mem-
bers went on a tour of the Sacred Heart 
Co-Cathedral with Archbishop Fiorenza, 
KC*HS, and Bishop Rizzotto, KC*HS.  

Equestrian Order 
holds annual 

meeting

Saturday afternoon the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy was recited, followed by 
the Memorial Mass, conferring of promo-
tions and Vigil Service, all held at Sacred 
Heart Co-Cathedral, which is located in 
downtown Houston.

Promotees from the Diocese of Victo-
ria are Sir Jerry M. Mikeska of Columbus 
to Knight Grand Cross Holy Sepulchre 
(KGCHS), Sir Jimmy L. Triska of El 
Campo to Knight Commander Holy Sep-
ulchre (KCHS); Lady Librada L. Ramirez 
to Lady Grand Cross Holy Sepulchre 
(LGCHS); Lady Angela M. Hermes of 
Hallettsville to Lady Commander with 
Star Holy Sepulchre (LC*HS); Lady Ger-

aldine C. Jurica of Victoria to Lady Com-
mander Holy Sepulchre (LCHS) and Lady 
Cecilia M. Triska of El Campo to Lady 
Commander Holy Sepulchre (LCHS).

The principal celebrant and homilist 
was His Excellency, the Most Rev. Curtis 
J. Guillary, KC*HS, bishop of Beaumont.  
Concelebrants were the Most Rev. Euse-
bius J. Beltran, KC*HS, archbishop of 
Oklahoma City; the Most Rev. Joseph A. 
Fiorenza, KC*HS; the Most Rev. Jose H. 
Gomez, KC*HS, archbishop of San An-
tonio; the Most Rev. Michael J. Sheehan, 
KC*HS, archbishop of Santa Fe, New 
Mexico; and bishops, abbots and priests 
of the order, in the presence of his emi-

nence, Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, KGCHS, 
Grand Prior and Archbishop of Galveston-
Houston.  The masters of ceremony were 
the Rev. James G. Stembler, KCHS, and 
the Rev. Michael G. Earthman.  The 
deacons and altar servers were from St. 
Mary Seminary, Houston.  His Excellency 
Dennis M. Malloy, KGCHS, Lieutenant, 
Southwestern Lieutenancy, U.S. presided.  
Chancellor, Sir Steven R. Pinion, KCHS, 
was also present.

In the evening, a black-tie reception 
and seated dinner were held in the foyer 
and grand ballroom of the Hilton Hotel.  
Following the dinner, benediction and an 
evening praise service was said in another 
room of the hotel, continuing with an all-
night Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
until 7 a.m. Sunday morning.

The SW Lieutenancy annual meeting 
was held Sunday morning and called to 
order by his Excellency Dennis Malloy, 
KGCHS.  The minutes were approved as 
presented by the secretary and the trea-
surer’s report was given and approved.  It 
was noted that our Lieutenancy has sent to 
Rome $1,000,000 for the fourth successive 
year.  Other reports were given.  

Carol Mattingly, a member of the order, 
introduced Miss Tala Karkar of Palestine, 
who gave a slide presentation and talked 
to the group about Bethlehem University.  
During a pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
several years ago, Carol Mattingly and a 
group from Beaumont visited Bethlehem 
University, which is one of the schools 
that benefit from our donations.  They met 
Tala and learned she would like to come 
to the United States to get her masters in 
public administration.  After the group 
returned home, and after many e-mails 
and conversations, she was sponsored by 
20 people to come to Lamar University 
in Beaumont.  She gave a very interesting 

See Equestrian Order, p. 8

The 22nd Annual Conference for Catechesis 
and Ministry was held September 26, 2009, at Holy 
Family Catholic Church in Victoria.  Keynote 
presenter, Father Stanley De Boe, O.SS.T., pas-
tor of Our Lady of Sorrows Parish in Victoria, 
addressed over 350 catechists and interested 
Catholics on “Proclaiming the Word in Acts of 
Justice.”  Following his address, the partici-
pants then attended three rounds of classes 
from 42 choices with topics including 

catechesis, spirituality, Scripture, 
Church Social Teaching, music and 
liturgy. An overwhelming majority 
of the participants gave a positive 
evaluation of the conference.  Com-
ments included that they liked the 
fact that there were a lot of local 
speakers, and others said Father 
Stan was the best keynote presenter 
the conference has ever had.  Mark 

your calendars for the 
23rd annual confer-
ence to be held Sept. 
25, 2010.

Pictured above are EOHSJ members from the Di-
ocese of Victoria with Cardinal Daniel DiNardo 
(c.).  They are (in front row with robes) promotees 
Lady Angela M. Hermes of Hallettsville, Lady 
Geraldine C. Jurica of Victoria, and Sir Jerry M. 
Mikeska of Columbus, and Father John Peters, 
pastor of Sacred Heart in Hallettsville (r.); (back 
row) Joyce Morris, Joseph Morris, JoAnn Jalufka 
and Daniel Jalufka.  Inset (left) Sir Robert Louis 
Kovar, KHS, and Lady Pam Kay Kovar, LHS, 
of Victoria were invested into the order October 
18, 2009.


